www.outlooks.ab.ca 


Gentlemen, 
four publication is a breath of fresh air, 

fun, informative, interesting to read with 
enough diversity to provide interest to 
almost every gay out there (at least I hope 
SO). 

Am familiar with Xtra from Toronto, 
Vancouver and Ottawa and I think you are 
more entertaining than they are (don’t know 
if that is being damned by faint praise). 
Anyway what I am trying to say is I like 
what you do and you do it well. 

Your response to the Lesbichicks in 
Vancouver is refreshing. For heaven’s sake 
don’t give up and try to “cover both bases”. 

Noticed with interest that the logo of 
Outlooks was changed for the October 
issue--is this a forewarning of the direction 
it may travel to or am I missing the 
symbolism? 

Thanks for an excellent publication. 

W.M.B. Hinkley, 
via the Internet 


Outlooks responds: 


Many thanks for your interest and 
opinions. Don’t worry--the double male 
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symbol in our logo is restored on this 
month’s cover. Last month was only a 
result of artistic license and some 
Halloween spirit. 

--Ed. 


Dear Outlooks, 


Re: Darren McInnes Scary Top 40 list, 


October issue (and the stereotypes therein) 

Being a dull, straight appearing guy 
who wears running shoes, I’d like to take 
exception to a couple things from this 
column. 

I would submit that all you.fashion 
conscious fembots out there are the dull 
ones. I wear clothes that are practical and 
comfortable. If they look like hell, that’s my 
problem. Who gives a s*** if Deborah 
Gray shops at Ricki’s? Gratuitous 
comments like this only highlight your 
shallowness. 

Secondly, why do I have to proclaim 
my love for drag and leather queens? You 


say “we” hypocrites don’t accept you. Au ~ 


contraire mon ami. You can’t accept conser- 
vative fags as part of your exclusive club. 
It’s a free country though. If you get your 


kicks from dressing up as a fairy princess or 
member of the Village People, who am I to 
judge? 

McInnes did get two things right 
however. Mel Gibson is a homophobic twit 


and Rosie O’Donnell looks like a 
ballbuster! 
J. Knowles 
Dear Outlooks, 


Just wanted to drop a line and let you 
know how great the Scary Top 40 was in the 
October issue. Kudos to Darren MeInnes 
for having opinions and not being afraid to 


state them, even when they’re all in fun. 1 


look forward to seeing more of his work if 
the pages of Outlooks. 


Se Caladey 


NOTE: Although it is not our policy to 
print correspondence from anonymous 
parties, we felt the following little gem just 
had to be run. 


Dear Outlooks, 
The quality of your writing is poor-- 


very poor. The “humour” and arts writing 
are especially bad. I would very much like 
you to succeed but you don’t seem able to 
attract gifted and noted western gay people 
from a variety of fields as regular or guest 
writers. I would like to see good writing, 
not silly opinionated fags. 

' -Anonymous 


Outlooks responds: 
Within the ranks of our staff of “silly 


opinionated fags” we are proud to count 


six writers employed by the mainstream 
daily press in their cities of residence, three 
professional broadcasters, two marketing 
spin doctors and three teachers of the 
English language. We admit we have little 
experience in the field of writing but hey— 
Rome wasn’t built in a day. 


We want your letters. 
Sign your name and include your address 
and phone number. All letters are subject 
to editing, Write to: 


Letters to the Editor, Outlooks 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 
or e-mail to dougalld@cadvision.com 


Dear Puppy Krueger Two, 

A portion of your writing 1s 
not just pushing your puppies’ 
public disgust buttons, it’s pushing 
puppies away. I know you like to 
work the heads and tails of it (don’t 


middie of your poop walk, the 
laxatives kick in and you get rabid. 
I haven’t read you for four issues 
now. Bark, bark, my feline- 
feigning friend. Stop snoozing. 
Have the guts to hire a good PR 
puppy firm to ‘tell it like it is’ to 
your cute pooch face. Remember; 
if one pup walks out of your 
schpeel, you can still cut a deal, if 
two walk out, it’s time to heel! 
Peering for more prestigious 
platitudes, D.W. and other canine 
walkabouts--An avid reader of an 
otherwise darn good pub. 
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we all) but somewhere in» the | 


Dear D.W., 

Youch! All that lame double 
talk gave me a headache. And 
who’re you calling feline, mutt- 
boy?! 

--Freddy 


Dear Freddy, 

IT am a 25-year-old guy with 
what I’m.told is a nice face and a 
great personality. Problem is I’m 
quite overweight and worry that I'll 
never meet anyone because so 
many people in this community are 
obsessed with looks. What do you 
think? 

More Of Me To Love, Calgary 


Dear More, 

A great pop artist once said 
“anyone can be a beauty with a few 
jokes in their pocket. And a lot of 
pockets.” At present it sounds like 


you're sporting garments large 
enough for a Jot of joke pockets. 
Don’t worry honey, walk to work, 
eat your greens and before you 
know it you'll be an Adonis with a 
great personality to boot. Keep 
your chins up, babe, soon you 7/ be 
top dog. 

--F, 


Write to me, dears 
All letters become the property of 
Outlooks and are subject 
to editing. Write to: 
Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. 
S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 
or e-mail to 
dougalld@cadvision.com 


MEE DANY: FRIDAY SPECIALS 4-10 PM 


Mond ay Manichics 


Half price appetizers 


4-10 pm ¢ Dine-in only 


Wing Thursdays 


10-cent chicken wings 


4-10 pm ¢ Dine-in only 


Monday - Friday 2-3:30 pm: loonie 


SW CALGARY, 


11TH AVENUE 


| Buy one entree, get one free | 


Two- for- one 


Tuesdays 
p 


$6.99 jugs 


4-10 pm ¢ Dine-in only 


Wild Wednesdays 


Free cheeseburger with the 


urchase of a jug of draft 
4- ele pe e Das -in ony 


Saturday ys 
10-cent chicken wings 


4-9 pm ¢ Dine-in only 


mugs of draft 
AB -° 


263-7177 
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queries to the mailing 
ions expressed in this 
those of the staff. 
unsolicited wor 


WHAT’ S 


WHERE 


Calgary Police Chief, Christine Silverberg, keeps up to 


date on gay issues by reading Outlooks. 
Photo by Jason Sawatzky 


Nanaimo sculptor Joel Prevost talks to Outlooks 
prior to his show opening in Calgary. 


Outlooks spent time with the Chief discussing gay 
issues, diversity and equality. 


In Toronto, Outlooks talks to Mark Wahlberg--the 
rapper formerly known as Marky Mark--about his 
starring role in the movie Boogie Nights. 


Vriend 
ifieds » 


Barb Piggins, Channel 3 News Oinker, was one 
_ of the, many celebrity pigs in the live auction 


Lorrie from Money Pennies and her Gala date, Pennie =—=—— ---— wa ee ———— —— - 
the Pig, prepare for a night on the town. Going on a date with a pig can be fun, if you go to the right place. 


Small Change... 
ON 
aa) 


MAD 
AATTER’S 
LORIST 


JUDY GIBBONS 
DAVID CROSSON 


Co-chairpersons Grant Larson and Sherrie MacRae thanked everyone for +15 Banker’s Hall, Calgary ¢ Phone: 292-0566 ¢ Fax: 292-0563 
their tremendous support. 
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PUBLISHER’ S COLUMN 


Welcome to the Issues Issue 


by Roy Heale 

Issues have always been an issue with 
the gay and lesbian community. All too often 
we find ourselves confronted as a group by 
negative energy that needs to be addressed in 
the name of progress. Generally speaking, 
such matters offer little in the way of fun and 


are, by their nature, very dry materials to 
delve into. 

However, complacency and avoidance of 
these issues rarely results in anything 
positive—most notably change. This month, 
we at Outlooks have taken the bull by the 
horns in order to deal with some of the issues 
that face us today. It would be so much easier 
to avoid confrontation and relegate ourselves 
to life in a social ghetto—to dance, have fun 
and keep to ourselves. These issues are dry. 
They are involved. They require a good deal 
of effort to get through. And they are, above 
all else, very, very necessary to address in the 
name of equality. 

Therefore, November is the Issues Issue 
of Outlooks and within these 40 pages we 
hope you find some issues of interest to you. 

Also, this month is a time for celebration 
in our community. Several more anniver- 
saries are taking place amongst the gay 
business community: Goliath’s will be 
celebrating their tenth anniversary, Detour 
and Arena their fourth anniversary, and in 
Red Deer, The Other Place is also four years 
old. Congratulations to all three and wishing 
you more anniversaries to come. 

Once again, we would like to thank all of 


Enter to WIN 
a trip for two 


» CVigh 


= See store for details = 
Tempting 
Tuesdays 


Every Tuesday enjoy a 
Latte for the price of 
a Cup of Coffee! (12 oz. size) 


1610 10th Street SW Calgary, AB 
03 244-7750 


MAST TO COAST & 


the advertisers that continue to support 
Outlooks. Each month new companies step 
forward and join our growing family of gay 
and gay-friendly businesses. Please be sure 
and continue your support of these adver- 
tisers in order that we can continue to 
distribute as a free newspaper. Make sure you 
tell them that you read their ad in Outlooks. 
Next month we will be publishing the 


results of our readers survey, published in the 
October issue. For those of you who have not 
yet submitted, there is still time to do so. We 
need your input! 

Also, for those of you at a loss for 
Christmas gift ideas and stocking stuffers, | 
would like to direct your attention to the 
subscription gift form on page 17. 

We hope you enjoy our Issues Issue. 


AN ALTERNATIVE TO EXPENSIVE HOTEL ROOMS 


Why not try 


TEN-MINUTE 
WALK FROM 
DOWNTOWN 


Sofa & Chair 


Company 


Where Good Taste Need Not Be Expensive 


105-D 58th Ave. SE 259-5050 


3 Blocks East of Macleod Trail across from Hurley's Restaurant 
Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Thurs.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sun. Noon - 5 p.m. 
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LOCAL DESIGNERS HAVE LUCID 
DREAMS 

Aesthetics, music and fantasy will 
converge Wednesday, November 19, 
1997, as Lucid Dreams: A Total Fashion 
Paradise weaves its spell on the dance 
floor of Venum, 1207 Ist St. SW. 

Lucid Dreams will present an 
eclectic mix of local designers’ work in 
couture, body art, fantasy wear, and 
make-up, as well as offering the chance 
to hear the music of local bands Shiver, 
Prime Directive and Lotus Galaxy. 
Clothing designs will be shown from the 
collections of My Own Little World by 
Mandy, Obscuriousity by Darren & 
Steve, Acid Dragon by Dean, Sweet 
Chaos by Shannon, Maelstrom by Tara, 2 
Lil Fags by Martin & David, and clothes 
by the design team at Izo Bizo. 

Tickets will be $5 in advance and $6 
at the door. Doors open at 9:00 pm and 
the show begins at 10:00 pm with all 
proceeds going to benefit AIDS Calgary. 
For more information contact Shannon 
Martin at (403)263-8268. 


PETRO A-GO-GO COMPLETE 
SUCCESS 

On October 12, Octavia and friends 
put on a fundraising show at Boystown 
Metro called Petro A-Go-Go. Funds 
were raised for the SHARP Foundation/ 
Beswick House through a cover charge, a 
50/50 draw, and at the shooter bar; 50 
cents from every shooter sold was 
donated. 

Carla Piasta, manager of Beswick 
House, was there to accept the proceeds 
from the night. Robert Lowther of 
Calgary won the draw, winning $80.00. 
When his ticket number was called, he 
donated his winnings back to Beswick 
House. 

The total donation to the SHARP 
Foundation/Beswick House was $526.65. 
Octavia would like to thank the 
performers who donated their time to 
come and do the show. Boystown Metro 
gets a big thank you for the use of their 
club, as well as all who made the night a 
success. Also, Octavia extends a big 
thank you to the people who came to the 
show and donated their money. 


UFMCC ADOPTS NEW MISSION, 
VISION STATEMENTS 

The U.S.-based Universal Fellowship 
of Metropolitan Community Churches 
(UFMCC), the world’s largest gay and 
spiritual organization, has 
recently announced adoption of a new 
mission and vision statement. 

The new mission statement reads, in 
part, that UFMCC is “a Christian Church 
founded in and reaching beyond the gay 
and lesbian communities... We serve 
among those seeking and celebrating the 
integration of their spirituality and 
sexuality.” 


lesbian 
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“With the adoption of this new 
mission statement, UFMCC became the 
first Christian denomination in history to 
proclaim the ‘integration of spirituality 
and sexuality’ as part of its intrinsic 
mission,’ said the Rev. Troy D. Perry, 
moderator of the denomination. 

UFMCC was founded in 1968, by 
Perry, who is the recipient of awards 
from the American Civil Liberties Union, 
the Human Rights Campaign and the Gay 
Press Association. Additional informa- 
tion is available on the Internet at 
www.ufmec.com. 


CALGARY SWIMMERS BRING 
HOME MEDALS 

Five swimmers from Different 
Strokes Calgary won nine medals in this 
year’s International Gay. and Lesbian 
Aquatic (IGLA) Championships held in 
San Diego, California. The Calgarians 
joined more than 800 Masters’ level 
swimmers, divers and water polo players 
from across Canada, the United States, 
Europe and Australia who participated in 
the October 17-19 meet. 

Different Strokes coach and veteran 
swimmer Dan McGregor won four gold. 
Gael MacLeod, participating in her first 
swim meet, earned a silver, two bronzes 
and a fourth place finish. Ryan Bennett 
brought home gold and silver medals and 
fourth and fifth place finishes. David 
Cowan and Rob Andrews contributed 
additional top eight performances that 
helped Calgary’s team to finish in sixth 
place among the 29 teams entered. 


ARTISTIC SHOW AND SALE 
The Alberta College of Art and 
Design is offering truly unique Christmas 
gifts and incredible values in contempo- 
rary art and design pieces, as well as the 
opportunity to find out more about up 
and coming artists in Calgary. 


ACAD ’s annual Christmas Show and 
Sale will take place November 20 and 21, 
from 4-10 pm, and November 22, from 
10-6pm. The campus is located at 1407 - 
17th Ave. N.W., next to the Jubilee 
Auditorium. For more information, 
contact the ACADSA office at 284-7625 
or visit www.ideasfirst.com/showand- 
sale. 


FIRST MAJOR EVENT FOR 
BEARBACK CALGARY 
Bearback Calgary is holding their 
first annual Bearback BearBash on the 
weekend of November 22, 1997. 
Highlighting the weekend of fun, 
contests and a dance will be the choosing 
of Calgary’s first Mr. Bearback Calgary. 
Previously geared as a social club, 
Bearback Calgary is now including fund- 
raising to its purpose. Proceeds from 
fund-raising efforts at the BearBash will 
go toward their planned Teddy Bear drive 
to support the SHARP Foundation. 
For more information, contact 
Bearback Calgary at 273-1765. 


SUBJECTS NEEDED FOR ALBERTA 
QUEER YOUTH PROJECT 
Gloria Filax, a doctoral student at the 
University of Alberta, is researching the 
effects of homophobia and heterosexism 
on Alberta queer youth. In particular, she 
is focusing on the experiences of Alberta 
queer youth in Alberta schools. 
Participants may be attending or have 
recent experience in Alberta schools. 
Ms. Filax may be contacted at 403-988- 
6955 (call collect) or through e-mail at 
gfilax@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca. 


STOCKYARDS MARKET OPENS 
PHASE ONE—FINALLY 
Phase One of the long-awaited 
Stockyards Market, Calgary’s first full- 
time marketplace, opened September 30, 


> Photo courtesy of Octavia 
LINING UP FOR CHARITY—The performers line up on the dance floor at Petro A Go Go, Boystown Metro’s recent 
fundraising event for the SHARP Foundation and Beswick House. 


following months of unexpected delays. 

Stockyards Market is owned and 
managed by Calgarians and proudly 
houses. entirely locally-owned-and- 
operated shops and restaurants. The 
Market will also celebrate history with 
photos and stories from the stockyards’ 
pioneer days. 


HIV/AIDS affects 
every community. 


Call us for 
treatment 
information. 


It’s free. 
I’s confidential. 


The 


Network 


1-800-263-1638 


HIV/AIDS Treatment Information 


www.catie.ca 
service bilingue disponible 


+ Catie 


Communtty AIDS Treatment Information Exchange 
Réseau communautaire dinfo-traltements sida 


Making a difference through information. 


PROJECT PRIDE 


A fruitful visit 
to the Big Apple 


by John Firmston 

It’s Friday, October 17th, and ’m 
at an InterPride dinner party on board 
a paddle wheeler in New York 
Harbour. The boat, decked out with 
party lights and banners, throbs to the -e* 
beat of dance music. I can feel the |# 
excitement of 250 gay and lesbian |y 
pride coordinators from around the | 
world who have gathered here for the 
International Pride Conference. . 

We've just skirted Ellis Island ja 
and are about to pass by the Statue o 
Liberty. There she is, torch held high, 


standing proud with her promise of jGhn Firmston (left) and Linda Craig (right), 


freedom for all—the Great American 


co-chairs of Calgary’s Project Pride, with 


Dream. Franklin Fry, host and coordinator from 
It makes me think about-that —_ Heritage of Pride, in New York City. 


scene from Planet Of The Apes when 

they discover the Statue of Liberty, buried by 
the sands of time save for the tips of her 
crown. I think, “Is this an image of the truth? 
Are the values that she stood for really buried 
by history?” 

“No,” J think, “this is what we gays and 
lesbians are all about! This is what our 
conference is all about. Have we not laid 
claim to this promise? Do we not want to hold 
the torch high and proclaim the good news of 
liberty to our people? Are we not messengers 
who call our brothers and sisters to come out 
and rally together in celebration of our unique 
and gifted lives?” 

These are noble and inspiring thoughts; 
but, as I learn at the conference, they are 
neither the goal nor the reality. As pride 
organizers, we are directors and stage 
managers, not political activists. It’s our job to 
create the environment in which these things 
can happen. Our challenge is to throw the 
party and to provide the platform, the stage, 
and the street. We are the logistics people. 

Lady Liberty slides off into the distance 
and I am lost in the intoxication of the 
evening: the dazzling skyline of NYC, the 
bridges strung like glittering diamonds across 
the East River. On board, a diverse group of 
people is warmly united in celebration of the 
life they share in common and the vision they 
hold for all gay and lesbian people every 
where. I’ve never been on a cruise like this 
before! 

We are ambassadors of rainbow people 
representing 77 Pride organizations, 18 
countries and pride events attended by more 
than 15 million people worldwide. We all 
share the great honour and privilege of being 
here. 

There’s David from Israel in his T-shirt 
proudly announcing that Goliath was a size 
queen; and Stephane from Paris, suave and 
sophisticated, sporting a bold plaid blazer; and 


Kathy from Cape Cod, glowing with mirth 
and looking very huggable. I’m impressed by 
the broad range of representation here. 

Later, we would enact bylaws that would 
make this a truly international organization 
and would ensure gender parity on our execu- 
tive committee. 

Perhaps the most exciting discussions at 
the conference were about plans for World 
Pride 2000 to be held in Rome. This will be 
the site of the Catholic Church Jubileum 
commemorating the millennium to which 
millions of Catholics around the world will 
make their pilgrimage. We will share the 
limelight of that stage. 

The Church’s condemnation of 
homosexuality and its conspiracy of silence 


_ will be shattered by the shouts of hundreds of 


thousands of gays, lesbians and bisexuals. We 
will be there to celebrate our pride and to 
protest a 2000-year-old oppression that has 
resulted in the wounding and mutilation of 
millions of psyches. In 2000, we will be in 
Rome and they will get the message! 

Participation at the [AL/GPC conference 
in New York has helped provide us the means 
to build a vehicle for delivering Pride events 
in Calgary that can be both great celebrations 
and powerful political statements. We’ve even 
been given a tool kit and a road map to help us 
get there! 

I had arrived in New York with lots of 
notepaper, an extra travel bag to fill with 
goodies, and a sense of expectation that my 
four days here would be eventful. I would go 
home with a full notebook, a head crammed 
with ideas, bursting with pride, and a bag full 
of information and memorabilia. And what 
about New York, you ask? Was I able to take 
a Juicy bite out of the Big Apple while I was 
there? Well, not really... there was only time 
for a tasty nibble. 
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Outlooks and Freedom FM team up to get a new lease on 
lust by exploring the gritty reality of street life on Calgary’s 
gay stroll and the relative gentility of a Vancouver call boy. 


Outlooks editor David Crosson 
touches base with an old 
Vancouver acquaintance to 
discuss his experiences in the 
world’s oldest profession. 

Outlooks: Tell me what you do. 

Blair: You know what I do. 

Outlooks: Yes, I do. Tell the readers 
what you do for a living. 

Blair: I'ma ‘ho’. [Laughs] Better? 

Outlooks: A ‘ho’?! What are you, 
Eddie Murphy? 

Blair: [Laughs] Sorry. Um... 
[nervous laughter] I have sex with other 
guys for money. 

Outlooks: Ho! 

Blair: Oh! Oh my god! Shut up! 

Outlooks: Just kidding. Tell me why 
you do this. 

Blair: For money. I do it for money. 

Outlooks: Anything else? fs there-any 
kick to it—is it a sexual thing at all? 

Blair: Well... it’s sex, yeah, but it’s not, 
y know, sexual. I’m not, like, attracted to 
these guys. Usually. 

Outlooks: Explain. 

Blair: Well, some are okay-looking 
guys, I guess. But most of them aren't... 
Trolls, y’ know. 

Outlooks: Do you make a lot of 
money? 

Blair: I get by. I can’t believe you said 
that; you always used to tell me it was rude 
to talk about money. [Laughs] 

Outlooks: No—I didn’t say ‘rude’, I 
said ‘vulgar’. But this is an interview. Do 
you work all the time? 

Blair: Sometimes I work a lot, 
sometimes I don’t. I used to make more 


when I was younger. 

Outlooks: Chicken appeal? 

Blair: [Laughs] Yeah. I guess. 
{Laughs] Chicken... I haven’t heard that 
for a long time. 

Outlooks: Your looks are important, 
then? 

Blair: Yeah. I gotta work out lots. Go 
tanning. 

Outlooks: Tough competition? 

Blair: Can be... yeah, it’s tough. 

Outlooks: Speaking of tough, do you 
use anything for protection? - 

Blair: What—condoms? 

Outlooks: We'll get to that. 1 mean to 
protect yourself from immediate danger— 
any weapons? 

Blair: Ob. I got a knife... never really 
used it, L guess. 

Outlooks: What does ‘never really’ 
mean? 

Blair: Just threats,.no blood. No 
blood. 

Outlooks; Do you have it on you at all 
times? 

Blair: Yeah... not now! [Laughs] Not 
for-an interview over the phone! 

Outlooks: [Laughs] I’ve interviewed 
some people that wished they had knives. 

Blair: [Laughs] You’ve mer people 
who wished they had knives. 

Outlooks: All right, smart guy, back to 
the questions. What is your family 
background? 

Blair: “Didn’t know my dad. Well, I 
guess I did, I just don’t remember him. My 
mom’s pretty cool. 

Outlooks: Do you think your family 
background has any bearing on what you're 
doing? 


Blair: [Laughs] Man, this is just like 
Oprah or something! No. I dunno. 
Maybe. It’s real trendy to blame your mom 
or your dad or somebody for stuff now. I 
dunno. I just do what I do. 

Outlooks: But you don’t like what you 
do. Do you? 

Blair: ‘S all right. “Haven’t done 
anything else. I guess ’m average—don’t 
love it, don’t hate it. 

Outlooks: Have you ever been beaten 
up? 

Blair: I been beaten up, yeah. More 
by guys I’m dating than guys I’m doing. 

Outlooks: You have. relationships 
beyond your work, then? 

Blair: Yeah... good ones, I guess. Bad 
ones... Little of everything. 

Outlooks: What’s the worst, strange 
thing you’ve-ever done? 

~ Blair: I don’t want to talk about it. 

Outlooks: Not at ail? 

Blair: No, It was gross. That’s all ’m 
gonna say. 

Outlooks: What’s the “best” »strange 
thing you've ever done? 

Blair: [Laughs] A guy paid to watch 
me piss. Ten bucks a piss. More money, 
more beer, more piss. That was pretty easy. 
Weird. I guess he liked it... 

Outlooks: How safe do you play-—or 
work; I suppose? 

Blair: Safe as they want me to. 

Outlooks: And what if they don’t want 
to? 

Blair: It’s everyone’s choice. Vm 
positive. If they wanna be stupid, well... I 
can’t look out for everybody. 

Qutlooks: You. do use condoms 
whenever you can, though, don’t you? 

Blair: Yeah. Of course.“ 1 wanna do it 
if they wanna doit. It’s another layer 
between me and them. 

Outlooks: Do you feel condoms make 
it less “intimate” or “personal”? 

Blair: Yeah. Kinda. 

Outlooks: _ It’s 
Workwear? 


business then? 


Blair: Ha—yeah—workwear, I guess. 

Outlooks: Do you ever want to get out 
of the whole scene? 

Blair: Yeah. Sure. All the time. 

Outlooks: And why don’t you? 

Blair: I dunno. Can’t, 1 guess. I been 
doing it a-long time. 

Outlooks: Would you ever consider 
just settling down with one person who 
would, hmmm, “support” you? 

Blair: What, like a sugar daddy? 

Outlooks: If that’s the phrase. 

Blair: [Laughs] I tried that. Couple of 
times. Nope... too... 

Outlooks: Restricting? 

Blair: Yeah, I guess. It was like I was 
a f***in’ pet or something. Too many 
rules. Bullshit. Boring. 

Outlooks: A broad clientele is more 
exciting? 

Blair: Well... not exciting-fun, just, 
um... interesting. 

Outlooks: Do you think you do this 
because of low self-esteem? 

Blair: [Laughs] That’s so shrink-ish. I 
dunno—I am who I am, y’know, and... I do 
this... this is what I do for work. 

Outlooks: Are you happy? 

Blair: Right now? 

Outlooks: In general. 

Blair: Yeah. I guess; I dunno. 
Sometimes I’m happy, sometimes I’m not. 
Are you happy? 

Outlooks: [Laughs] Sometimes I’m 
happy, sometimes I’m not. That’s life: up 
and down... Who’s doing this interview 
anyway? 

Blair: [Laughs] Sor-ry! 
touchy queen! 

Outleoks: Oh, I’m kidding. 

Blair: Yeah, I know; so am I. Is the 
interview over? 

Outlooks: Do you want the interview 
to be over? 

Blair: Sure. I guess. 

Outlooks: Okay. The interview’s over. 
Take care of yourself. 


Geez— 


Following are excerpts from the September 10 
broadcast interview by Freedom FM's Gene 
Rodman and Craig Lewington with an on-duty 
hustler on Calgary’s infamous Fruit Loop. 

Freedom FM: Are most of the hustlers gay? 

Hustler: Of course they're gay. They suck a lot of cock. 

Freedom FM: How long have you been working? 

Hustler: Since 1994. 

Freedom FM: How did you get into it? 

Hustler: I got picked up one night, when I was real drunk. 
A guy in a sports car said “I got a real shine for you. How 
would you like to make a little extra money?” I knew this was 
the gay community. The Stroll. 

Freedom FM: Who are the customers? 

Hustler: They all have a need. They’re depressed with 
their lovers. Or pissed off at their lover, so they come down to 
get a boy. There are a lot of straight people. 

Freedom FM: Are there any hustlers under 18? 

Hustler: No. [Emphatically.] You get the pedophiles. We 
don’t want that. 
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Freedom FM: What are some of your bad experiences? 

Hustler: I got shot at once—checked myself for blood 
“cause you can be shot and not feel it, but I wasn’t hit. Pve 
been chased by a group of drunks from Electric Avenue. I 
would like to move the Stroll from here. It’s not in a good 
location. Too close. But... where? 

Freedom FM: Do you spread the word amongst the other 
hustlers if you get roughed up by a customer? 

Hustler: Usually just laugh about it. 
growing up on the streets. Part of life... 

Freedom FM: What are the going rates down here? 

Hustler: 40, 60, 80, 100. We all charge the same. We 
don’t undercut each other. Anal is rarely requested. It’s up to 
the guy. Usually just hand jobs and blow jobs. 

Freedom FM: What about your family? 

Hustler: [Laughs] I have no contact with them. 

Freedom FM: Are you worried about gay bashers? 

Hustler: Every night it’s a threat, Any cars with more 
than three is a worry. 

Freedom FM: Are you friends with any of the 
customers? 


It’s part of life 


Hustler: Yeah.the guy in the Cadillac. I had a sugar- 
daddy. Paid to keep me around. We developed a friendship. 
But they are keeping you around as only a joy-boy. I got badly 
addicted to cocaine. 

Freedom FM: How old are you? ; 

Hustler: Thirty. [had everything. A family. A house. A 
car. But I lost it all. 

Freedom FM: How many hustlers work the stroll? 

Hustler: Thirty to forty, But they're not down here all at 
the same time. 

Freedom FM; Talking about unsafe sex: have you ever 
had unsafe sex? 

Hustler: Occasionally. Not worried about catching HTV 
because I use clean needles. Usually condoms are the rule. 

Freedom FM: Do you charge more for unsafe sex? 

Hustler: Yes. But we play by my rules. We stop when I 
say we stop, but you can’t piss off your customers, have to keep 
the customers happy. 

Freedom FM: Are there pimps? 


...continued on Page 9 
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Throwing the book at Canada Customs 


by Cindy Filipenko 

The Vancouver gay and _ lesbian 
bookstore, Little Sister’s, will continue its 
battle against Canada Customs when their 
appeal is heard in B.C. Supreme Court next 
spring. The bookstore has been fighting for 
Canada Customs to stop the routine seizures 
of books, magazines and recordings of 
interest to the gay and lesbian community. 

This Charter-challenging case began in 
1990, but a series of court delays resulted in 
the case not going before the courts until 
October 1996. In April of 1996, after more 
than a year of deliberation, Justice Kenneth 
Smith ordered Canada Customs to take 
Little Sister’s off of its “lookout” list. While 
the judge was satisfied that the regulatory 
body was acting constitutionally, he noted 
that Customs suffered from systemic admin- 
istrative problems and often acted in ways 
that violated the freedom of expression and 
equality section of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 

Janine Fuller, manager of Little Sister’s 
and co-author of the award-winning case 
chronicle Restricted Entry: Censorship on 
Trial, shares her thoughts on the case and the 
upcoming appeal with Outlooks. 

Outlooks: What has been the impact of 
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Hustler: ‘Had a couple of muscle 
heads come by, but we stoned them one 
night from behind the hedge that used to be 
over there. We don’t need their help. 

Freedom FM: Is this your only source 
of income? 

Hustler: Yes. 

Freedom FM: Do you want anything 
other than this? 

Hustler: Sell blow. I don’t want to 
work. We're so f***ed by the government, 
so why work? 

Freedom FM: Do you ever want to 
date other guys down here? 

Hustler: No. 

Freedom FM: What about the cops? 

Hustler: Pretty cool. They try to play 
arole. They’re here because of the residents 
of the area. The residents complain about 
the traffic. Some residents sit out and 
watch. Have a beer. 

Freedom FM: Have you been in jail? 

Hustler: Uh... I’ve done time. 

Freedom FM: What for? 

Hustler: Robbery, assault. Nellie boys 
don’t last out here. You have to be tough. 

Freedom FM: And finally, do you 
have a message for Calgary? 

Hustler: Leave us alone. We're just 
trying to get through life. Not all of us are 
nellie boys. It’s a real tough grind for us. 

Freedom FM broadcasts every other 
Wednesday on CJSW FM. For more info 
re Gene or IEE Nag at at re ag d len 


Judge Kenneth Smith’s 1996 ruling in Little 
Sister’s vs. Canada Customs? 

Fuller: For about a year after the case 
we had some relief from Canada Customs 
seizures and detainments, but that’s changed 
back, not just for us, but for gay and lesbian 
bookstores across Canada. There’s a real 
sense that everything is being looked at 
again. Just the other day we had a shipment 
of CDs and tapes from Ladyslipper stopped 
at the border. [Ladyslipper is a U.S. distrib- 
utor of gay and lesbian folk/pop music. ] 

Basically, we’re continuing to fight the 
battle. This particular case started in 1990. 
We're going to the B.C. Court of Appeals 
hopefully in the spring. We had wanted to be 
back in court this fall, but the government’s 
lawyers couldn’t make that time available. 

Outlooks: What are you hoping to 
achieve with this appeal? 

Fuller: The specific goal of the appeal 
—which has always been our goal—is to 
stop Canada Customs from prohibiting and 
censoring materials at the border. Customs 
has treated gay and lesbian books and 
magazines in a discriminatory manner and 
this has to stop. 

Fighting for this basic right to equal 
treatment has been a time-consuming and 
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costly venture, but we’re committed to 
seeing the process through. 

Outlooks: How much money has gone 
into this case so far? 

Fuller: I would say at least half-a- 


million dollars has been spent so far. Part of 


the problem is that the case was delayed 
three times. When it finally got to court, it 
was a three-month court case, which is a 
tremendous expense. However, we did get 
partial cost recovery after Justice Smith’s 
decision came down. I think that’s a real 
testament to how strongly he came down on 
Customs’ behaviour. But that money 
($170,000) has already been turned over into 
the appeal. I think we’re looking at close to 
a million dollars in expenses before we get 
to the Supreme Court of Canada — and I 
firmly believe that’s where the case is 
headed. 


Outlooks: When do you expect the 


case will be before the Supreme Court of 


Canada? 

Fuller: Id like to say next year, but 
realistically, I hope sometime before the year 
2000. It’s been a tremendously long and 
arduous undertaking. I think how we sustain 
ourselves is through the community support 
we've received from across Canada and 
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North America. 

Outlooks: How can individual gay men 
and lesbians support your case? 

Fuller: [ think by continuing to do what 
they have been doing. Obviously, there’s the 
financial support aspect. This case has been 
fought on five-dollar bills, loonie bins at 
dances and people writing $100 cheques. It’s 
really been fought at a grassroots level. 

The other way of supporting us is by 
being informed. It’s important that when you 
go look for a book on a shelf and it’s not 
that you understand the reason why 
it’s unavailable. When it comes to gay and 
lesbian material, Canada Customs often 
figures into the equation. People should be 
aware what this kind of censorship means to 
them as Canadians. 

To make a tax deductible donation to 
Little Sisters Defense Fund, mail to: 

Little Sister's Defense Fund, 1238 
Davie Street, Vancouver B.C. V6E 1N4. Tel: 
(604) 669-1753 Fax: (604) 685-0252 Toll 
1-800-567-1662. 

Visit Little Sister's 
www. lsisters.com 


there, 


website at 
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EAST: | take issue with that! 


by John Coulbourn 

“Tssues,” the man said. “This month, 
we're tackling all sorts of issues, so pick one 
and write about it.” 

Pick one? 

Pick ONE? 

After almost two decades of friendship 
(he was, of course, a mere sprite when we 
met) publisher Heale still thinks that on any 
given day, there might be just one issue on 
my mind—a single lonely flea gnawing on 
this sorry carcass. 

As a self-confessed news junkie, I can’t 
remember the last time I was energized about 
a single issue—a case of so many rednecks, 
so little time, I guess. 

So rather than try to narrow things 
down, I’ve decided to simply flush the 
system. Consider it Coulbourn’s five basic 
exercises, if you will. And blame Mr. Heale. 

#1. The Promise Keepers—So this 
group of straight white Christian guys finally 
discovers the merits of the group grope and 
is moved to rededicate their lives to Chnist 
and family and all of that. 

In return they expect medals, I guess, for 
doing just exactly what is expected of them, 
but still, it sounds worthwhile. 

However, this being the right wing, 
there’s got to be an enemy, and that would 
appear to be feminists... And us. 

But, this being the right wing, they get 
upset if we are less than completely 
enthralled with their collective hug around 
the Washington Monument. 

Seeing as how these guys are feeling so 
spiritual, let me offer up my favorite Bible 
verse for them: 

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.” 

That, incidentally, is from the Book of 
Matthew, where you’ll also find: “Judge not, 
that ye be not judged,’ which suggests to me 
that Matthew was not a member of the 
Reform Party. 

Go ahead, boys, and love the sinner but 
hate the sin—the only promise I’m interested 
in from the Promise Keepers is a promise to 
mind their own business. 

#2. Marv Albert—It took me a while to 
figure out just what was bugging me about 
the whole sordid affair between a loud- 
mouthed jock and his long-time mistress. 

And, who’dathunkit, I found the answer 
right there in the pages of the great, grey 
Globe & Mail, shortly after Albert cut bait, 
pled guilty and got the heave-ho from his 
network. 

“In other words,’ wrote fledgling TV 
columnist Allemang, of Albert’s 
possible return to a suddenly side-tracked 
career, “NBC doesn’t like the idea of 
baseball fans envisioning the play-by-play 
man in panties and a garter belt as he 
10 November‘97 QYTL you) $ 
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critiques a Randy Johnson fastball.” 

Presumably, NBC, Allemang et al think 
it’s perfectly okay for sports fans to envision 
“the play-by-play man” forcing a woman to 
perform oral sex on his sorry person while he 
critiques, say, a Mike Tyson ear nosh. 

Code for a tired old millennium: Rape! 
Burn! Pillage! But whatever you do, do it 
like a man. 

#3. People who oppose same sex 
benefits on the basis of cost to the 
taxpayers—Yeah, sure, and the cheque is in 
the mail, you'll respect me in the morning 
and you won’t come in—er, well, you get my 
drift. 

At least true bigots have the guts to 
stand up and be counted as bigots, while 
these guys try to convince us that they 
embrace equality while hiding behind 
concerns for the taxpayer. 


If, out of that concern for the tax base, 
they can’t support demands for same-sex 
benefits, then maybe they’ll support taking 
those same benefits away from opposite-sex 
unions. 

Equality—and tax savings. Who could 
ask for more? 

#4, Ellen—Now that she’s out of the 
closet and her series is actually worth 
watching, why do we need discretionary 
cautions for the audience? Or, if we have to 
have them, how about something like: 
“Caution! This program contains scenes of 
adults getting on with their lives. If this 
bothers you, feel free to get on with yours.” 

#5. The Pansy  Police—Darren 
McInnes (a fellow contributor to these 
pages) is a gifted writer, and I’m sure, a 
decent bloke—but... 

In last month’s issue, McInnes placed 


“straight-acting fags and the men who want 
to date them” at number 10 on his “Scary 
Top 40” list and then went on to insist that 
gay men who can’t accept the leather 
community or drag queens are only slightly 
less spooky. 

Sheesh—after all these years, I find out 
that there’s not just a code of conduct, but a 
dress code, to boot. 

Silly me. I’ve always just taken my 
friends as | found “em—drag queen, jock, 
dweeb or all of the above—and only 
expected them to ‘act gay’ (whatever that is) 
on the very rare occasions that I’ve found 
myself in bed with ‘em. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers the performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 


WEST: Vancouver gay-ography 


by Alex Alexander 

So, you’ve arrived in Vancouver with 
a few hastily scribbled notes about where 
to go and what to see. You've dutifully 
recorded all of my recommendations and 
are all set to go. With a disarming smile 
and fluttering lashes, you ask a passing 
stranger—a hunky one, of course—for 
directions (in between sips of scalding 
Starbucks coffee, you’re ever so friendly). 
The slow speaking man tells you that Little 
Sisters bookstore is in the West End, 
Sofie’s Cosmic Cafe is on the West Side, 
and Lighthouse Park is in West Van. As 
your eyes glaze over from such wanton use 
of the compass, your potential tour guide 
ambles off to Tommy Hilfiger for yet 
another plaid shirt. Despair not, hapless 
traveller: here is an unofficial (and slightly 
biased) rundown of a few Vancouver 
neighbourhoods and their pseudonyms. 


East Vancouver covers that part of the 
city to the east of the downtown core. 
Referred to by Vancouverites simply as 
East Van, this sprawling area is divided 
into two distinct neighborhoods: the East 


Side and the East End. Geographically 
closest to the downtown core, the East 
Side harbours political ideologues. These 
malcontents, long on rhetoric about the 
imbalance of power and patriarchy, but 
short on cash, loiter about its many coffee 
shops. A word of advice: if you are a 
visiting white male, swish around more 
than usual to avoid being targetted as a 
privileged capitalist oppressor. 

The East End, though also a hot spot 
of political activism, caters to a more 
diverse mix of professionals and blue 
collar residents. The East End has the 
largest visible concentration of lesbians in 
Vancouver. The East End is home to the 
fabled Commercial Drive, referred to as 


the ‘Drive’ by those in the know. Found 
here is an abundance of retail stores,,. 
eateries, galleries and offices geared 
openly towards ‘womyn’. Collective book 
stores, hemp clothing boutiques, alterna- 
tive composting sites, and more vegetar- 
ians than you can shake an organically 
grown carrot at complete the picture. An 
odd but much cherished tolerance between 
the community's large Portuguese, Italian, 
Greek, and lesbian population exists to the 
satisfaction of everyone within a few 
blocks of the Drive. 

Status conscious guppies (that’s gay 
urban professionals, of course!) who have 
realized that property is cheaper in East 
Vancouver, will make sure everyone 
knows they live in the East End, rather 
than the East Side. East Siders pride 
themselves on their poverty. Dreadlocks, 
vintage clothing and social assistance 
cheques seem to be the accoutrements of 
choice. Most East Enders cluck like hens 
if they spy their less well-heeled neighbors 
dumpster-diving for old furniture. 
lronically, the former can be seen paying 
scads of cash for the same item at the 
trendiest new retro store. 

Neighborhoods west of downtown are 
also divided. The West Side is home to 
condo-owning, gallery gazing young 
professionals and beach bunny coeds. 
Trendy shops and hip cafes crowd the tree 
lined streets. The West Side is very groovy 
and very straight. 

Prissy little queens who live off trust 
funds are most often begotten in West 
Vancouver (a.k.a. West Van). Separated 
from downtown by the ocean and the 
Lions Gate Bridge, West Yan is home to 
the highest concentration of anglophiles 
and old-money millions in the province. 
The aforementioned princess will boast, 


with her surgically altered nose in the air, 
that the community police force will run 
like lap dogs to protect the Royal Doulton. 
You'll find tony little shops and restau- 
rants here, but not much in the way of 
wares for vou to sample, sister: the blue- 
rinse club has the lock on the social scene, 
so you won't see a screening of the latest 
Jeff Stryker retrospective anytime soon. 
After hailing the seventeenth portrait of 
the Queen (of England, dearte) in the fish 
and chips shop, it’s off to meet the real 
queens of the West End. 

Ah, the West End: the gay ghetto by 
the ocean, where gay males are the norm, 
not the exception. The West End is 
bordered by the shopping mecca of 
Robson street, and encompasses Davie 


- and Denman, the streets on which to see 


and be seen. If you live in the West End, 
an abode “west of Denman” is the address 
of choice. “West of Denman” is coveted 
by A-list gay men as it is closer to the 
green and tranquil expanse of Stanley Park 
and its surrounding beaches, not to 
mention some of the more notorious and 
“fruitful” cruising areas. In general, the 
West End enjoys a wonderful dynamic 
between gay men and elderly widows. 
Although the apartments of the West End 
have seen their share of transients, many a 
gay man has found a sense of belonging 
here more than any other community, 

To the north and south of Vancouver 
are two communities of little note, South 
Vancouver, a.k.a. South Van, and North 
Vancouver, a.k.a. North Van or the North 
Shore. Although the North Shore is home 
to the local ski hills, these communities 
run rampant with nuclear families and 2.2 | 
kids. Don’t be there. 
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Gay-O: travelling to Cuba 


by Stonewall Connection 

Winter in Western Canada is respon- 
sible for many gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
their friends to dream of better times and 
better places that (besides other pleasurable 
sensations) usually include the sun and surf. 
Maybe Hawaii, Mexico and Florida don't 
quite twiggle your fancy this season and 
you're looking for something more exotic 
(and affordable). Perhaps Cuba or the 
Dominican Republic, increasingly popular 
destinations for Canadians, could prove 
attractive alternatives for a winter getaway. 

According to the Cuban penal code, the 
display of homosexuality in public is illegal. 
The irony is that beneath a billboard of 
President Fidel Castro or the Hero of the 
Revolution, Che Guevara, two twenty- 
something gay Cubans are having rather an 
intimate discussion in Havana’s cruisy 
Central park! One factor in the opening up 
of gay life in Cuba is the international 
success of the gay-themed film Strawberry 
and Chocolate, directed by Tomas 
Gutierrez Alea, and nominated for an 
Academy Award in 1995. Before the revolu- 
tion, Cuba was the Gay mecca of the 
Caribbean, and its most famous beach, 
Varadero, was once the hideaway of 
millionaires and their entourages. 

Varadero Beach, 20 km of powdery 
white sand and clear blue waters, is consid- 
ered one of the best beach destinations in 
the world. Varadero is well established as a 
watersports centre. It offers 20° dive sites, 
windsurfing, waterskiing and _ sailing. 
Varadero offers all the facilities and activi- 
ties of a resort area: golf, tennis, dining and 
entertainment, shopping, and even some 
gay nightlife (although there are no openly 


gay bars). Gay social life remains discreet ~ 


with some cruising along the beach and 
various public conveniences. Cubans can’t 
typically afford the prices at Varadero, 
although they are cheap according to 
Canadian standards. 

Shopping is very affordable and full of 


locally made handicrafts and famous hand- 
rolled Cuban cigars. Nightlife is always 
popular and Varadero offers elaborate enter- 
tamment including ‘TropiGala’, a Cuban 
cabaret featuring 40 to 50 musicians and 
performers, as well as a series of ‘straight’ 
discos. 

Havana, a short 2 hours away, offers 
three mixed gay-straight discos. One was 
recently raided by the police, and may now 
be closed. Gays in Havana meet at the 
Central Park around the Yara Theater and 
across the street at the Coppelia outdoor 
ice-cream parlour. 

Perhaps the Dominican Republic, a 
tropical paradise with long stretches of 
golden beaches, and a delightful mix of 
natural beauty and historical architecture, 
would be more to your liking. On the north 
coast, Puerto Plata’s charming style of 
Victorian-designed homes creates a 
picturesque ambience with white painted 
fences covered with brilliant bougainvillaea 
blossoms. At the eastern end of the 
Dominican Republic lies the beautiful 
Punta Cana, with stunning white beaches 
and turquoise waters—it’s ideal for all sorts 
of ‘conventional’ watersports. Along the 
south coast is Santo Domingo, most famous 
for its elegant resorts, spectacular beaches 
and warm, friendly inhabitants. One of the 
oldest historical sites in the Americas can be 
found here: the Santa Maria la Menor 
Cathedral, the first Spanish cathedral in the 
‘new world’. The best beaches (Boca Chica 
Beach and Embassy Beach) are about 50 to 
65 km from the city. 

The Dominican Republic, much like 
pre-AIDS Haiti, is a popular vacation spot 


for gay tourists from both the U.S. and 
Western Europe; it was one vast gay 


playground. Homosexuality is not illegal, 
but police can, and have been known to, 
punish gay and lesbians for the ‘violation of 
decorum and good behaviour on public 
streets’. The residents are generally very 
friendly and attentive to tourists but poverty 


is widespread and, 
therefore, caution and 
discretion is advised if 
picking up locals. 

For getting around 
Santo Domingo, we 
recommend the use of 
taxis; although the bus 
system is cheap, it is 
not very effective. You 
should, however, agree 
on the cost of your trip 
before getting into a 


taxi. Gay life is 
centered in Santo 
Domingo with a 


number of bars and 
discos. The La Guacara 
Taina Disco is located 
in a natural cave and is 
something to check out. 

Generally, condoms can be bought in 
Cuba or the Dominican Republic. Chinese 
labels may cause some legitimate concerns, 
and you are advised to bring your own 
favourite brands. The level of knowledge 
about safe sex is not very high, so be 
prepared to spread the good news. 

Lesbians are generally well received in 
the Caribbean and affectionate behaviour 
amongst women is widely accepted. Overt 
lesbian behaviour, however, does challenge 
traditional Latin machismo and, as a result, 
there are few public venues that cater to 
lesbians. 

Stonewall Connection, as well as other 
gay-owned and gay friendly travel agencies, 
is offering a number of vacation packages to 
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Cuba and the Dominican Republic this 
winter with Signature Vacations. Contact 
Stonewall Connection at (403) 250 3061 or 
toll free at 1 888 22 TRIPS. Don’t forget to 
check out our web site: 
www.canuck.com/stonewall for informa- 
tion on the 1998 Amsterdam Gay Games. 
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by Marie Leduc 

When he speaks about art, Joel Prevost 
is intense. When he speaks about the 
human body he is even more passionate. 

This taut, slender man who leans 
towards his listener as he talks, emphati- 
cally insists that, “the body is the most 
beautiful thing on earth.” Prevost is 
especially fond of the male body which, 
over the past three years, has been the 
favoured subject of his ceramic sculptures. 

Prevost, a Vancouver Island artist, 
began sculpting the body because of dance. 
As a former professional dancer with 
training in classical and Latin dance, 
Prevost understands the expressive poten- 
tial of the body. “When I dance” Prevost 
says, “I think of how it looks, what images 
I am making.” Shaping the body in clay 
and trying to recreate the images of dance 
has, in some ways, he explains, “replaced 
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SCULPTING HUMAN FORM 


Body beautiful 


the physical charge dance gives me.” 

Sculpting has also been a form of 
“yersonal therapy” for Prevost. Realizing 
the beauty of the male form may be “a bit 
narcissistic” Prevost laughs, but it has also 
helped him to realize his own sexual orien- 
tation. He is candid about his bi-sexuality 
but, at the same time, he does not see this 
as the theme of his art. Prevost is adamant 
that he does not want his art to be catego- 
rized by sexual preference. His sculptures 
are his expression of an aesthetic and 
sensual appreciation of the body, 
something that anyone of any gender orien- 
tation can understand. 

The title of his upcoming solo exhibit 
at the Sunflower Gallery in Calgary is 
“Worshipping Human Beauty”, which is 
“what my work is all about,’ Prevost adds. 
The ancient Greeks worshipped human 
beauty and when they wanted to represent 


photo by Wendy Pierce 
Joel Prevost, contemporary sculptor, coming soon to Sunflower Gallery 


the perfection of their gods, they chose the 
body as their model. The muscular, trim 
form of a young man standing proudly and 
serenely naked was the gift of ideal beauty 
that the Greeks offered to their beloved 
god, Apollo. Prevost has tried to capture 
something of this same elegant beauty with 
his sculptures of the male body. 

Carved in high and low relief, 
Prevost’s white, unglazed sculptures repre- 
sent half-life size back and frontal views of 
the torso. The torsos of young male dancers 
are presented in different poses. Some 
pieces recline sideways, as figures in 
repose; the suggestion of an arm extending 
to support a head, muscles toned and begin- 
ning to relax, the penis languid and at rest. 
Other pieces illustrate the taut and active 
muscles of a dancer with arms raised, 
buttocks tense and the spine twisted in 
movement. The bodies are all marked by 
the traces of Prevost’s agitated and expres- 
sive touch. Captured by light, these marks 
give Prevost’s work the vitality of living, 
breathing bodies. 

Familiarity and aesthetic attraction 
have drawn Prevost to the male body but he 
has also been successful in rendering the 
female body. He first tackled the female 
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form at the request of his partner who 
offered to model for him. He rendered her 
body as he saw it, adding only the quick, 
expressive traces of his hands. Breaking 
from the tradition of the idealized woman 
in art, Prevost’s women may be slender but 
breasts and flesh are not always taut or 
firm. This natural rendering of the female 
body won Prevost favour with Womyn’s 
Wear Gallery in Vancouver. Prevost is the 
first male ever to have an exhibit at this 
lesbian feminist gallery which, since July, 
has continued his show for four months. 
Michel Blais Gallery in Vancouver also 
exhibits Prevost’s work, preferring his male 
torsos for their gay clientele. Prevost’s 
latest show, to open in Calgary, November 
8th, will feature both the male and female 
forms which Prevost enthusiastically 
insists have a beauty which may be appre- 
ciated by all. 

“Worshipping Human Beauty”, sculp- 
tures by Joel Prevost, will be on exhibit at 
the Sunflower Gallery, 850-16th Ave. SW 
in Calgary from November 8 - January 5. 
Prevost will be “at the Gallery demon- 
strating his sculpting with a live male 
model from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m on November 
8th. 
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CONTEMPORARY ART NEWS 


One of our most popular 
modern mediums, film, is delivered to 
us at 24 frames per second. For the 
most part, we are unconscious of this 
fact as we drift into virtual scenery and 
the seductive visual narrative 
unfolding on a big screen. We are also 
unaware that in the average 2-hour 
long film, out of the 170,000 frames 
which enter our reality, there are 
probably only a handful of immaculate 
visual moments: a single frame, or 
picture, by chance or skill, where every 
element contributes perfectly to a 
successful crafting of the whole image. 
Imagine being able to enjoy one of 
these perfect pictures, unflickering and 
still, free of time and movement, but 
radiant with deeper meaning, a 
wondrous narrative unfolding through 
the eyes and seducing the mind - this 
is the offering of a Calgary artist, 
Charles Malinsky. 

Although his process and 
methodology is more like that of a film 
director, Malinsky is really a draftsman 
and painter. Moreover, unlike film or 
video, “paintings are not made to be 
consumed rapidly. Looking at paint- 
ings should be a meditative process, 
some mechanism for providing depth.” 
Just as authors are able to get hours 
and hours out of their audience—good 
painting, like books, deserves 
sustained viewing time: “you should be 
able spend hours, days in a picture.” 
And while he might draw observation 
and inspiration from popular-film and 
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Charles Malinsky: 
A PICTURE MAKER FOR OUR TIMES 


print, this artist’s preferred media are 
traditional, pure and simple: graphite 
and paint. Like writers and early 
cinematographers, he also works only 
in one colour, black, and in its absence, 
white, or vice-versa, but his process is 
intricate, involved and above all, fanat- 
ically professional. 

Part of this professionalism is 
humility, an honorable quality; rather 
than revel in the overused, and often 
abused title, “artist”, Malinsky prefers 
the more accurate and direct, picture 


maker. In fact, he draws little useful- 
ness and inspiration from contempo- 
rary or modern art, leaving art theory 


and history to the academics. With 
respect to even abstraction, a huge 
genre which has-almost dominated the 
latter part of this century’s art produc- 
HOMMEselayUst dont Petits. 199 Lhissas 
pure Malinsky: straight and pointed. 
Self confidence and strength are 
derived from honesty rather than ego. 
For him, painting has to have a context, 
as for everything in life - abstraction 
was an inevitable next step in the great 
history of painting, but it can’t 
compete with representation. In refer- 
ring to our current, post-modern times: 
“artists took a stance, especially a 
popular one, then they could free 
themselves from criticism.” Art may 
have become a victim of this attitude, 
leaving the public without answers for 
the avant garde and, at the same time, 
with banal statements from the repre- 
sentational picture makers. 

With focused conviction, this 
painter is committed to making 
pictures “...of (his) time” - for intelli- 
gent people - meaning, in this case, an 
audience he hopes will allow their 
natural human curiousity and inquisi- 
tiveness to lead the discovery into a 
deeper human understanding. His 
artwork is not purposefully confronta- 
tional but his subject can be violent; 


his work is not exploitive but it will 
explore; his paintings are seductive 
and even erotic, but they are not just 
about sex. “If they want to understand 
the message, then they have to endure 
my medium.” And Malinsky will only 
work in a medium which deeply and 
personally interests him, often drawing 
from the imagery of subcultures, from 
fetish to fad: “if its emotional, it can 
also be intelligent, exciting and infor- 
mative.” Subcultures are “neat and 
tidy universes”, where reference is 
clearer, free of political and ethical 
compromise, the clutter of mainstream 
media and fabricated junk culture. 
Malinsky is about reality. 
While his narratives might have an air 
of fantasy, they are more about the 
fantastic, and this is the quality of our 
most fascinating human achievements. 
The public today has more regular 
contact with popular culture and media 
than with art, and for Malinsky, most 
current art is not reflective of our 
times. This picture-maker yearns to 
share - his observations and his inter- 
ests - through his pictures. “I’m not an 
advocate, although I have opinions. I 


reality and fantasy, fact and fiction, the 


don’t draw conclusions (about 
society), he insists, “I merely reflect 
it,’ making stories, drawing compar- 
isons: “this is what life is 
about,...cutting-away the layering, the 
bullshit.” 

Malinsky is also about respon- 
sibility. “We share life, visceral and 
corporeal,’ not dreams, he explains. 
While the dream is a good analogy for 
the narrative in a picture, it is not the 
substance of his pictures. He has taken 
upon himself the responsibility to 
make good art, art which works at a 
corporeal level - about us, about who 
we are - and to work as a surrogate for 
those who don’t, or can’t have the same 
creativity. In a society which blurs 


artist has a responsibility to the 
audience, to tell the story of their time. 
The artist also has a responsibility to 
their place in history, to respect the 
masters of a previous time, “to live-up 
to being that good and that thorough.” 
Charles_Malinsky is creating work of 
lasting value, but don’t judge-that by 
these words in black and white; rather, 
seek out the experience of his artwork 
- see how rich, deep and colourful, 
black and white can be. 


Charles Malinsky is represented in Calgary by ART IS VITAL Gallery. 
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~Cops ‘n queers: a winning combination? 


by Deb Bridge 

When Sergeant Lanny Fritz attended his first Calgary 
Gay and Lesbian Community Police Liaison Committee 
(CGLCPLC) meeting in 1996, he probably didn’t envision 
himself, a year later, shaking hands with drag queens and 
cross-dressers at the barbecue following the Gay Pride 
Parade. On the other hand, some of those who stopped to 
chat with Lanny and Constable Phil Haggart, who manned 
a Calgary Police Service display at the barbecue, probably 
didn’t expect these cops to be so... well, so damned nice. 

Now, only 17 months after its creation, the 
CGLCPLC, or PLC for short, has made a number of 
inroads on both sides of the police + gay community 
equation. The committee’s mission is to promote effec- 
tive, two-way communication, to identify and resolve 
crime and safety concerns affecting the gay community, 
and to increase police awareness of community issues—a 
mission it’s accomplishing in several ways. 

Since June of this year, and for the first time in the 
Calgary Police Service’s 120 years, crimes committed on 
the basis of real or perceived sexual orientation have had 
a separate category in the Service’s reporting system. 
Workshops for all School Resource Officers assigned to 
Calgary high schools have covered heterosexism and 
homophobia. Officers and civilians in the Victims 
Assistance Unit have received information on dealing 
with gay and lesbian issues. To date, two classes of police 
service recruits have taken anti-homophobia training. So 
will all future trainees. 

Soon, Calgary’s gay community will be able. to 
submit confidential Hate Crime Information Forms 
describing assaults, property damage, threats/verbal 
harassment, or other discriminatory criminal behavior; 
these will be available through the community’s service 
agencies and can be completed by individuals or by an 
agency on an individual’s behalf. Although not formal 
police reports, the forms will provide valuable informa- 
tion about who is being targeted and where incidents are 
occurring, enabling the PLC to identify “trends” and 
alerting officers to still- 
closeted people, unwilling or unable to file a formal 
report, the forms are a less official and less intimidating 
way of reporting hate crimes, and may serve as a prelim- 
inary record if victims later decide to press charges. 

There have been other positive outcomes of the 
creation and development of the PLC: Constable Russ 
Pouliotte, a PLC member, served on the Advisory 
Committee that drafted the Calgary Board of Education’s 
Guidelines for implementing its 1996 resolution to 
protect gay, lesbian and bisexual students and staff in 
Calgary high schools. Civilian members on the 
committee now include the Board of Education’s Gender 
Issues Advisor, Mount Royal College’s Individual Rights 
Coordinator, and representatives from the Calgary Gay 
and Lesbian Community Services Association and other 
groups. 

The close interaction between community members 
and police officers on the committee has allowed both 
sides to get to know one another as individuals, and has 
had the fringe benefit of expanding the officers’ vocabu- 
laries—and awareness. They know, for instance, that gay 
people (like cops, actually) in committed relationships 
have “partners.” The also know that the correct term is 
“sexual orientation”, rather than “sexual preference”. 
According to my most recent reading, this puts the police 
one step ahead of the editors at the Calgary Herald, the 
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Calgary Sun, and Maclean’ magazine. These small 
advances have helped the officers on the PLC, who 
initially knew little about the gay community and the 
issues affecting it, become more understanding and 
supportive. 

Even though the Police Liaison Committee has been 
invisible to many, it has had an impact: 

A year ago, Richard Gregory, one of the PLC’s 
original civilian members, was hearing from people who 
had been victims of assault or harassment because of their 
orientation, but had refused to file formal reports or, if 
they did file, had not told officers they were gay. Most 
were afraid of being outed in media reports or of being 
further victimized by officers who may not be sympa- 
thetic to their situations. Let’s face it, law enforcement 
officers everywhere have had a history of being intolerant 
and often abusive toward homosexuals, so it’s understand- 
able that gay crime victims weren’t exactly climbing over 
one another to come out to a cop. 

Now, Lanny Fritz, the committee’s main police 
contact person, says he’s “pleasantly surprised” that more 
people are calling him, rather than channeling their 
concerns through one of the PLC’s community members. 
Not only does contacting officers directly indicate 


increased trust from the gay community, it enables Lanny _ 
and the other police members to respond more immedi- — 


ately and, in cases like the following, more “creatively”: 
“Dick” is openly gay and works for a national corpo- 


ration. After work, he and several other staff members 
walked into the parking lot together. Some of them teased 


Dick about being gay. Their teasing escalated, and Dick’s 
after-work experience culminated in his being “rushed” 
by a co-worker driving a vehicle at him. Dick didn’t think 
that his colleague meant to kill or harm him, but he was 
frightened, and reported the incident to management. 
They said that because it had occurred after work hours, 
they were not responsible and didn’t need to do anything. 
And that’s when Dick called Lanny. 

Lanny discussed the call with Constable Phil 
Haggert, another member of the PLC. Dick didn’t want 
to press charges, but Lanny and Phil felt that the manage- 
ment should have been more responsive. So, Phil paid a 
friendly visit to the employer and explained the law in 
more detail. 

The next day, Lanny got a call from the company’s 
head office. They wanted to thank Lanny and Phil for 
taking the initiative to clarify the law regarding hate 
crimes, and assured Lanny they would be more sensitive 
to the issues faced by gay employees in the future. 

This sort of “quiet progress” won’t make front-page 
headlines, but certainly indicates that the PLC is making 
a difference. 

The committee, in order to make even more people 
aware of its existence and services, plans to distribute 
information posters and brochures sometime within the 
next year. First, however, it needs to raise approximately 
$2000 to cover production costs. The Edmonton PLC, 
after which Calgary’s committee has been modeled, is 
now in its sixth year. It has published several posters and 
brochures, and recently printed 10,000 business cards, 
listing PLC contact names and numbers, which will be 
widely distributed throughout the city. 

Murray Billett, a non-police member, says the 
Edmonton committee is reviewing police training 
modules to include “basic awareness and _ sensitivity 
stuff’ He adds, “it’s simple things—teaching officers 


who see a rainbow bumper sticker not to ask the guy 
answering the door ‘Is that your wife’s car outside?’.” 
While Edmonton’s PLC works on this and other issues, 
Chief John Lindsay remains “incredibly supportive” and 
will participate in a community Town Hall meeting this 
month. 

In Calgary, Lanny feels another goal for the 
committee will be creating a friendlier environment 
within the force for gay and lesbian officers, perhaps 
through the Service’s existing peer support program. 
Although there are “a handful” of female officers who are 
open about being lesbian, Lanny knows of no out gay 
males on the force. With 28 years’ experience and a lot of 
faith in the men and women dedicated to serving the 
whole community, Lanny is confident that the day will 
come when lesbian and gay officers can be open, on and 
off-duty, about their orientation. 

Margaret Mead once wrote, “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever does.” While the 
Calgary and Edmonton PLC’s haven’t quite done that 
(yet), they have begun changing people’s perceptions and 
attitudes—and that’s the first step. 

If you can contribute to the PLC's poster fund, call 
Richard Gregory at 233-0104: If you have questions to 
ask or concerns to discuss, call Richard at the preceding 


number or Sergeant Lanny Fritz at 268-8399. 


_ Deb Bridge is one of the original civilian members 
of the Calgary Gay and Lesbian Community Police 
Liaison Committee. She can be reached by e-mail at 
pflag@canuck.com (Internet access courtesy of Canada 
Connect Corporation.) 
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Calgary a hit at Living In Leather XII 


by Stephen Lock 

Many of us have a variety of images 
whenever the term “leather” is used. For 
some it conjures up pictures of glowering, 
intimidating leathermen standing immobile 
against a wall, staring down the rest of the 
bar; for others it evokes SM images. Still 
others see it only in terms of abuse and the 
misuse of power. Some of us see it in terms 
of adherence to a set of moral codes, 
peculiar to our tribe. 

Recently, during the Canadian 
Thanksgiving/American Columbus Day 
weekend, the National Leather Association: 
International (NLA:I) held its twelfth 
annual Living In Leather conference in 
Portland, Oregon. Representatives from a 
variety of groups, both within and outside 
the gay/lesbian/queer community, travelled 
from all over the continental USA, 
Australia and Canada. Calgary was well 
represented by both private individuals as 
well as the leather family of 3SM. 

NLA:I is a pansexual fetish group 
dedicated to education, exploration of 
fetish, and political action. Founded by a 
core of “Old Guard” leathermen, NLA:I 
evolved into a pansexual organization 
encompassing all orientations, genders, 
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gender identities, fetishes, © 
and races. NLA‘:I’s © 
Statement of Purpose 
states it does not discrimi- 
nate on any basis. 

It has only been 
recently that the National 
Leather Association has 
taken steps to acknowledge 
and honour its international 
aspect, hence the inclusion 
of “International” behind 
the original name. Of the 
nine members of the 
Executive Council, three 
members are Canadian, 
including Calgary’s Don 
Bastian. 

The studded banner of 
the National Leather 
Association was retired at 
the Awards Ceremony on 
October 10th. Christine 
Baker of Calgary’s B&B 
Leatherworks presented the 
organization with a new banner of her own 
design based on the NLA:I logo. The 
original studded banner was then presented 
to Tony DeBlase, past publisher of 
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Drummer and Dungeon Master magazines, 
creator of the leather-pride flag, and 
founder and current curator of the Leather 
Archives based out of Chicago, Illinois. 

The new banner is significantly lighter 
in weight from the original studded leather 
version, making for easier storage and 
transport. The new banner consists of 
white and black leather bars over which the 
inverted “gay” triangle and the name 
“National Leather Association 
International” is imposed. The banner 
itself is backed with black satin. 

Don Bastian, who has been deeply 
involved in leather for many years in both 
Canada and the U.S., was presented with 
the first award of the evening, an Award of 
Merit. Bastian was a founding member of 
C.L.U.B. (Cowboy, Leather, Uniform 
Buddies) Calgary, introduced the Drummer 
Competitions to Calgary, won several titles 
within the Drummer system including Mr. 
NW Drummer, wrote a column on leather 
culture for the defunct Clue! 
Magazine, and currently writes for The 
Leather Journal. He is also the founding 
member of “3SM”, a leather family group 
in Calgary and co-owner of The Black 
Orchid Manor, a bed & breakfast for gay 
men. 
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photo by Stephen Lock 
LIVING IN LEATHER—The National Leather Association: International unveiled its new 
banner recently. 


The conference itself consisted of 48 
workshops ranging from Ritual Cutting, 
Piercing and Branding facilitated by 
Dragon Excalibur, to Fun & Humor in SM 
facilitated by Cyd Athens, Morgan Wolf, 
and Spyke. Other workshops included 
discussions on domestic violence, adult 
survivors of child abuse, dealing with loss, 
living wills and medical directives, and 
fetish small business 

The conference also held an activists 
roundtable throughout the weekend. 
Community—and SM—activists from 
New York City, Washington D.C., Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Kansas City, Bellingham, 
Portland, Seattle, Dallas, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Vancouver, and Calgary were 
represented. 

The roundtable afforded an opportu- 
nity for a variety of activists from a variety 
of disciplines to come together to discuss 
political action, strategies, goals, and 
opportunities for education of the non-SM 
“vanilla” communities. An e-mail network 
has been set up to facilitate better commu- 
nication interested 
Interested individuals can access informa- 
tion through www.SM.org or through 
nla. friends@unix.tpe.com. 
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Diverse City: policing a community of individuals 


by Outlooks staff 

One of only a handful of female 
police chiefs in North America, Christine 
Silverberg has, in her two short years as 
Chief of Police of the Calgary Police 
Service, smashed the mold of conven- 
tional police thinking. Extremely articu- 
late, she speaks her mind and has ruffled 
a few of the old guards’ feathers. She is 
drop dead glamorous, approachable, 
fiercely dedicated, and has a keen sense 
of self. And who can forget her 
impromptu and impassioned speech at 
Calgary Cares this past summer where 
she spoke of the need to understand and 
accept those who are different? In an 
exclusive interview, Outlooks spoke with 
The Chief in her office. 

Outlooks: You are perceived in 
Calgary to be very gay friendly. Expand 
on that. 

Silverberg: | guess I would recast it 
in a different way. I believe that we are 
all, I suppose, a product of our experi- 
ences. I have been in policing for over 25 

s now and when I joined policing 
there simply were no women around. 
Even today, in Canada, women account 
for only 8% of the police force. 
Obviously, therefore, I was always 
different. I remember very early on—and 
the reason I am telling you this is because 
it helps to focus on what my issues are in 
terms of valuing diversity—when I was a 
recruit and I was sitting at the Ontario 
Police College and I walked into the 
dining hall, literally hundreds of male 
police officers stopped eating and turned 
around to stare. Not long after that, I 
remember thinking to myself that if | ever 
had to change who I was, I would leave 
the business. It became something that 
was very important to me as time went on 
that I did not have to, nor did I want to, 
change who I was or my basic value 
structure to accommodate or adapt to this 
massive institution called policing. 

When I think back (I think at the time 
I was about 22), I think: how could I have 
come to that kind of decision merely by 
looking around and _ knowing that 
somehow it would have been very easy to 
lose myself in that kind of environment? 
There were other things as well. When I 
was hired, notwithstanding that I had 
gone through the same training as the 
men, women were not issued a firearm. 
As each situation came along which, just 
by the very nature of it, somehow wasn’t 
right; I would work to move beyond it and 
create change. As I rose, ultimately, 
through the ranks, I then believed that I 
was in a position to effect policy change. 
I have had a significant issue around the 
ability to be an individual and to have 
your work judged on the basis of perfor- 
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photo courtesy of Christine Silverberg 


Chief Silverberg and her husband, Dr. Ben Silverberg, during the Grand 
Ball “A Night In Vienna.” 


mance—not a wide variety of other kinds 
of systemic factors. So, because I believe 
in individualism, when you ask me the 
question am | gay friendly, what I really 
am is a person that believes passionately 
in the rights of people to express their 
individualism and out of that we can truly 
talk the talk in terms of valuing diversity 
and not just merely make it words. 

Outlooks: What are your thoughts in 
terms of the allegations made about gay 
bashing and that the City of Calgary 
Police Service are doing little to combat 
this? 

Silverberg: First of all, I believe that 
hate-biased crime in the first place is 
underreported. I think it is naive of us all 
to believe that, in a city that is becoming 
increasingly diverse, that we would not 
encounter situations of hate biased 
crime—whether it’s manifested against 
gays, racial minorities, aboriginal people 
and so on. Because of that concern, not 
long after I was here, I initiated a project 
to look at how it was we were capturing, 
if at all, incidents of hate biased crime. 
This took a significant amount of work, 
actually, because our databases in this 
business focus on the effects so that we 
count, if you will, assault as an assault; 
we count robbery as a robbery, and so on. 
We can’t capture it by motivation. 

Through the course of quite a long 
period of time, two things were done. 
One was that we developed the data 
collection methodology and implemented 
it within our system. We are now able to 
identify if there, first of all, was an 
allegation (or even without the allega- 
tion), if it seemed that there was a hate 
biased motive, to capture that and then to 
look at those cases to see if it actually 


was or wasn’t and so on. Along with that 
there was a significant amount of work 
that had to be done in terms of develop- 
ment of a hate biased protocol. All of 
these things are now in place so it is 
possible to identify whether or not we 
have incidents that would actually be 
called gay bashing. My recollection is— 
I have seen the first three month’s data— 
some of those were incidents involving 
gays but not to the degree that other 
crimes of hate bias were manifested. 
Now, there still is, of course, an under- 
reporting. People know, whether it’s me 
as a woman, whether it’s a gay or lesbian 
or a racial minority, you know what is at 
the basis of whatever it is that is 
happening but can you actually put your 
hand around it and say that “this is the 
motivation”? |No—because there is 
always this business 
of “show me the 
evidence”. I think 
those of us who have 
worked in institu- 
tions, or being in 
situations where you 
are the minority, we 
become very good at 
reading and sensing 
the more covert | 
actions. Sometimes 
it’s overt. What is 
really of concern to 
me, aside from the 
criminal aspect, is 
how we deal with the 
education of people, 
generally, to value 


diversity. It’s the 
covert, the hidden, 
that is, often of 


greater concern—it’s like the tip of the 
iceberg. The only way to effect change, I 
believe, is to effect cultural change. 

Now, I think there is always a poten- 
tial issue around those of us who are in 
positions of being a visible minority of 
offending people because we use it: 
“don’t do that because I’m a woman” or 
“you're doing that because of whatever.” 
I don’t think that this creates harmonious 
relationships so I guess I tend to focus on 
systemic change. I would not, for 
example, expect a heterosexual officer to 
flaunt his heterosexuality and to do things 
which were not within the context of what 
one should be doing within a police 
organization any more than I would 
expect a homosexual officer to act. The 
difficulty, I think, it that people see 
flagrant disregards—whether it’s a gay 
person or it’s a heterosexual male—they 
see the extremes and then make assump- 
tions about the entire population. 

Outlooks: Your thought processes, I 
would suggest, are very “elevated” and, 
for lack of a better phrase, somewhat 
“new age”. I would imagine you are 
rather rare in the context of a police 
force. 

Silverberg: This is an organization 
of some 1700 people. The trouble is that 
change does not occur in one fell swoop 
overnight. All of humanity doesn’t 
suddenly wake up enlightened. When I 
came here, people used to say to me 
things like “you’re not what we- 
expected—you don’t even look like a 
chief” and so on. People assumed that 
the first thing I would do would be to 
start activating around these issues of 
women, diversity and so on. I did not 
approach it that way. When I went out to 
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Chief Silverberg was actively involved in the 1997 
World Police/Fire Games held in Calgary. 
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the field and talked to officers, and even 
today when I talk to them, the way I 
position it really is, “what kind of place 
do you want to work in?” Most say “I 
want to work in a place that values me, 
listens to me, understands the problems I 
have” and so on. This is what we all want 
from our work. I believe very much that 
what we have to do is set about creating 
an environment where all people can feel 
that way. And, as I say, this doesn’t 
happen overnight; then all people, 
whether gay or not, will feel an empow- 
ered advantage. This is not an easy thing 
and it doesn’t just happen because I yell 
out my office door, “We are now an 
enlightened organization.” It happens 
because you start building the blocks on 
the creation of a positive work environ- 
ment, a policy of taking seriously the 
complaints and the concerns people have 
of effecting change within human 
resource systems. Since I have been here, 
I know that is happening within some 
quarters of the organization. I have 
people who have come to tell me about 
the reality of their experience. Now, does 
the person who is on the front line who 
may be gay feel that change at this stage 
in 1997? Perhaps not. 


Outlooks: Do you think the gay. 


community feels comfortable with our 
police service? 

Silverberg: In March of 1996, we 
developed The Calgary Gay and Lesbian 
Community/Police Liaison. The goal of 
this committee was to develop an effec- 
tive two-way communication between the 
gay/lesbian community and the police; to 
foster education and awareness; to 
identify and resolve crime and _ safety 
concerns; and, to increase police aware- 
ness specific to the issues of the gay and 
lesbian communities. Also, for the first 
time in our city’s 110 year history, the 
committee has completed in-service 
workshops regarding information on 
gay/lesbian issues to all our school safety 
officers, school resource officers and our 
civilian employee and recruit classes. 
Our crime prevention unit has offered to 
do a study on any of the bars or other 
establishments frequented by the gay 
community so that we can.address some 
of the safety issues in an effort to reduce 
the incidents of assaults, for example, in 
parking lots. The committee has also 
been consulted by our district personnel 
to assist in dealing with the overt gay 
sexual activity in and around the Zoo 
parking lot. There is then, even inter- 
nally, a view that the committee is a 
group worth consulting before embarking 
on any strategy. This is a good thing. 

Outlooks: What has been the high 
point of your career, or, phrased differ- 
ently, what has given you the most 
amount of joy? 

Silverberg: My greatest amount of 
joy comes from my children. In terms of 
my time in Calgary, I think that the most 
significant thing for me is the fact that 


the Calgary community has a staggering 
percentage of volunteerism. Any police 
agency has to work with the support of, 
and commitment to, community. The fact 
that that is here in Calgary is a wonderful 
thing. Calgary ought to be rightfully 
proud of that. The extent to which I, as 
Chief of Police, and Christine Silverberg 
have been embraced by Calgarians brings 


a tremendous amount of joy because it 
makes it easier to do what, on any 
account, can be called a really tough job. 

Outlooks: Where would you like to 
be in five years? 


Silverberg: I hope I am the Chief of 


the Calgary Police Service. The commu- 
nity needs to, I suppose, give me a sense 
of: am I doing a good job? Are there 
things I should be doing that I haven’t 
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Addressing the crowds at the Olympic Plaza “Rope Square” during 
Stampede and the 1997 World Police/Fire Games. 
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been? What do you like about what I am 
doing? What don’t you like about what I 
am doing? If the Calgary 
community wants me as Chief-of 


And so on. 
Police, 


then it provides the motivation to stay on. 
I hope that my focus in the past two years 
has been correct and, if that is the case, 
then I would love to carry on. My biggest 
hope is that whatever I have done has 
taken the service far enough to not turn 
back. 
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by Howard Sapers, House Leader, Alberta 
Liberal Caucus 

The Klein government is slowly but 
surely chipping away at the democratic 
process in Alberta. The attack is all the more 
insidious because it is being conducted in 
such a way that average Albertans will never 
hear how their democratic rights are being 
eroded. The destruction occurs in small, 
almost imperceptible steps that are rarely 
reported in the media. When these pieces are 
taken as a whole, a frightening pattern 
emerges. 

The most blatant example of the govern- 
ment’s cavalier attitude towards democratic 
accountability is the fact that they only intend 


to hold a single-issue, abbreviated session of 


the legislature this fall. The Premier claims 
his government does not have a sufficient 
legislative agenda to call a fall session, forget- 
ting that the legislature is also about holding 
the government accountable in Question 
Period. There are pressing issues to be dealt 
with in Question Period that affect all 
communities, in particular, the gay commu- 
nity. The case of Ms. T., the lesbian foster 
mother who is no longer permitted to have 
foster children, is but one example. Rather 
than. a fall session attended by the people’s 
elected representatives, the government has 
held a fall Growth Summit, attended by 
government-selected participants to deal with 
a government controlled agenda. 

Other examples of the Klein govern- 
ment’s attacks on the democratic process 
include: 

* an increasing tendency to use Orders in 
Council rather than the Legislative Assembly 
to create regulations. This means important 
changes are made behind closed doors with 
input only from Conservative cabinet minis- 
ters, rather than openly in the Legislature with 
opportunity for debate from all parties; 

* some major policy decisions like the 
one regarding gay and lesbian foster parents 
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are being made without even going to 
cabinet, purely on the basis of the ideological 
bias of the cabinet minister; 

* the government is preparing to remove 
several laws from the Freedom of 
Information Act through Order in Council 
rather than in the Legislature. This means 
Albertans’ rights to access information about 
themselves and the government, and their 
rights to limit how personal information is 
used are going to be secretly removed from 
several statutes without input from Albertans; 

* the Klein government has shown a 
great fondness for using closure or cutting off 
debate in the Legislative Assembly. Klein’s 
government has now invoked closure twenty- 
one times (Lougheed used it only once), more 
than any other administration in Alberta’s 
history. 

Examples such as these may seem like 
unimportant technicalities that do not affect 
you. They do. They demonstrate the contempt 
the Klein government has for fair, open 
debate. That means dissenting voices, like 
those of the gay and lesbian community, are 
more easily ignored. 

It has been said that great evil is done by 
people who think they have all the answers. 
This government is made up of people who 
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think just that, and are proving it by taking 
these steps to limit input from anyone who 
does not share their views. 

As the Official Opposition, the Alberta 
Liberal Caucus will continue to act as a 
watchdog, to ask questions government 
MLAs may not want to hear, and to make 
Albertans aware of how their democratic 
rights are being eroded. 
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by Darren McInnes 

Don’t get me wrong, I adore straight 
people. My mom is straight, as is my gas 
meter reader, and, for the most part, so are 
the lovely people I work with. I even have 
really cool breeder friends that I purposely 
socialize with. But I don’t want to be 
straight. Not only that, I don’t want to be 
straight acting, looking, or laced. Sure, 
heterosexuals have achieved some great 
things. Let’s see, they started the religious 
right movement, the KKK, and they 
invented plumber’s butt. Some of my 
favourite performers are straight too. 
There’s George Mi—er, well, there’s Mick 
Ja—, hmm, OK, well how about John 
Trav— Their names escape me right now, 
but I’m positive there’re plenty of them. 

To integrate or not to integrate? 
Along with adoption and marriage, that’s 
the top question facing us today. How 
straight should we be? How straight do we 
need to be to live a “normal” life? The 
whole subject is rather depressing, 
actually. The idea that we must conform 
for acceptance is regressive, even 
dangerous, and those who support it are 
selling themselves—and us—short. The 
same men and women pairing off and 
moving to small-towns, holding potlucks 
and buying mukluks are the same men and 
women who won’t out themselves at work, 
who won’t show their faces at gay estab- 
lishments, who won’t support queer 
causes. They think gays on the fringe 
should hide themselves away, yet it’s those 
very people who fought for the rights from 
which Yuppie fags now reap benefits. 
Now that everyone else has done all the 
work, they stick a rainbow sticker on their 
bumper and think they’re Larry Kramer: 
Think again, Chip (besides, who wants to 
be like that dreary crank anyway?). 

It’s fine for gays to settle in Lake 
Bonapurgatory and turn their noses up at 
drag shows, but what exactly have they 
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achieved for the gay movement? Proving 
we can be just as dull as everyone else? 
Keeping that closet door as tightly shut as 
possible—how exactly does that benefit 
the community? At best, they’re 
judgmental about their more flamboyant 
cousins. At worst, they’re leeches—living 
off acceptance others have fought for by 
continually pushing the boundaries. Now 
they lead quiet lives, trying not to offend 
their Baptist neighbours, drawing some 
sort of deluded moral line between 
themselves and other queers. Why— 
because they don’t have the self confi- 
dence to accept everyone? It doesn’t take 
a lot of courage to survive in a suffo- 
cating, gun-toting, beef-eating world—all 
it takes is a rusted car and stupid jokes 
about minorities. Besides, as soon as Fran 
and Stan next door get a load of your 
window treatments, you might as well 
haul that burning cross onto the front lawn 
yourselves. I’m not exactly sure what we 
would gain by having gay men couple-up, 
wear plaid shirts, move into cul-de-sacs 
and watch re-runs of Friends every night. 
My guess would be: not a lot. 

Others may argue, “But look what we 
could achieve if we were more accepted.” 
Absolutely. We could earn more 
favourable tax treatment, the right to drive 
mini-vans without shame, and eat at 
Denny’s, uninterrupted by the idiocy of 
snot-eating children and their equally 
intelligent parents. We’d only have to give 
up swinging parties, our sense of rhythm 
and our disposable incomes in return. 
Wow, have my eyes been shut. Knock me 
down and hand me my Club Z points, ’'m 
buying that oak wall unit and switching to 
an all-potato-skin diet. 

I see gay men leaving the party scene 
and settling down—I think that’s great. 
But to damn the life they just finished 
leading is as hypocritical as rock singers 
who inhale drugs for two decades, spend a 
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few weeks at Betty Ford, and then 
suddenly become spokesmodels for 
sobriety. If they want to stop doing drugs, 
that’s fine, but at least admit that it was 
fun. Everyone has to go through that 
experience for themselves—some people 
come out of it stronger, some don’t. That’s 
life. But for these D.I.N.K-S. to sit in their 
Martha Stewart spreads and say “tsk-tsk” 
to fellow gays who make their presence 
known by causing a social stir, I have two 
words: piss off. 

To suddenly act like some kind of 
moral arbiter for the rest of gay society 1s 
infuriating. It was only six months ago 
that these same men were in the bathhouse 
doing a line and getting blown by some 
muscle-boy. And in six months, they will 
be right back there. For every enemy 
within our own community, there are ten 
on the outside. Why don’t we deal with 
them first before attacking our own? 

I spent my first twenty years trying to 
prove I was no different from anyone else. 
I’m spending my next twenty trying to 
prove the opposite. I don’t want to be like 
everyone else. Other people take the bus 
to work. Other people live in cookie- 
cutter homes. Other people shop at strip 


malls and go to bed by ten o’clock—even 
on weekends! Other people get fat and 
spend their evenings watching American 
sitcoms. Other people spawn and feel 
liberal for renting The Birdcage. Other 
people know of gays, but they don’t know 
gays. 

Where’s the fun in being like 
everyone else? Do you really want to 
wear K-Mart sweaters and drink domestic 
beer every weekend? If so, give me your 
fag membership—I have a garburetor just 
dying to use it. I’m not saying you have to 
run down the hallways at your office in 
hotpants and a halter top singing “It’s 
Raining Men”, but if you do, good for 
you. You have more courage in your 
muscle-challenged wrist than the twenty 
people who raise their eyebrows, shake 
their fists, and call you names that would 
sound much better if bodybuilders in 
leather g-strings shouted them at you. 

I’m not like everyone else and neither 
is anyone I want to meet, be they gay OR 
straight. Conformity is a_ horrible 
disease—don’t let it spread. 
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Part IX: HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


written by R. Gordon 
illustrated by Jay Goas 

As previously promised, I give: you the 
never ending chapter in the life of every 
cottage owner. If I were paid a laborer’s 
wage for just the repair work, I could retire 
and live at the cottage year round in super- 
fluous splendor. Just think, I could sit here 
for the rest of my days, repairing things... I 
think P’ll keep my regular job. 

Along with little mishaps like Mr. Chain 
Saw, my work is compounded by the fact 
that the members of my family number in 
the twenties. In fact, the Navaho Nation has 
less people. To clearly illustrate the mayhem 
that goes on, I can tell you that within the 
vast space in time of only three weeks last 
summer, my relatives managed to lose all the 
beach toys, pop a hole in a borrowed dinghy, 
destroy two air mattresses, wreck the stereo 
and vacuum cleaner, flood the bathroom, 
and break two windows. I was hysterical! 

Truth be known, I wouldn’t be happy if 
I didn’t have a “project” on the go; I’m not 
one for sitting around. In fact, it’s been said 
that I’m so hyper, 'd make a Valium 
nervous. Sitting around has proved to be a 
dangerous thing for me as | invariably come 
up with some improvement that will cause 
me grief, hardship, or cost me a bundle. 
Something that seemed like a piece of cake 
to build or fix, usually turns into a monster 
before I’m finished. 

One such task was when I decided that 
the back door of the cabin needed a new 
deadbolt. Everyone knows that any idiot can 
install a new deadbolt, but I assure you, I am 
not just any idiot! (I work at it.) Without 
going into detailed drawings and glossy 
pictures, I will try to accurately explain the 
problems | faced upon my return from town, 
with what I thought were the right tools and 
a new lock. 

After dismantling the thirty-year-old 
existing mechanism, I found that the hole in 
the door was too small to accommodate the 
new lock. 

Problem #1: Of the thousands of 
dollars I have invested in tools, I do not 
possess the one device needed to bore a hole 
that size through a solid oak door. 

Solution: I could drive all the way back 
to town and purchase the necessary bit for 
my drill, or do as most handymen do and 
make a chicken coop out of chicken salad. I 
decided upon the latter. 

Luckily the door was equipped with 
both the old style lock plus a door knob right 
below the lock. No problem. I would simply 
remove the door knob and replace it with my 
new-fangled deadbolt. 

Problem #2: After removing the door 
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knob, I now had a door with two holes in it 
and only one device to fill the holes and, 
when finished, there would be no door knob. 

Solution: Cry for a few minutes then 
ponder the situation with a tumbler of double 
malt scotch. I knew just what this door 
needed—a fire! 

After a good cry, the world always looks 
a little better and I come to some realization 
of why I do the things I do. It is quite 
amazing what happens to mild mannered 
man when he straps on a tool belt. I always 
equate it to a good shot of testosterone. First 
your knees snap apart and you walk like you 
have just returned from a long cattle drive 
across the Rio Grande. Then your voice 
lowers at least two octaves and your 
language goes to hell in a handbag. | called 
that door things that I didn’t even know the 
meaning of. I hate to admit it but 
sometimes, I have even been known to spit 
or wipe my nose on the sleeve of my plaid 
shirt. If that doesn’t make me feel like a real 
workman, I simply loosen my pants and 
show a little cleavage in the back. 

Ah yes, the lock. There was only one 
thing left to do. This !%*@*!!~ door needed 
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to come off to be modified. No problem! 

Problem # 3: During the arduous task 
of removing the rusted pins from the door, 
the brittle, antique hinges snapped into 
several pieces and the heavy back door of my 
little summer home fell clean off the 
building onto the back deck. 

Of course this door couldn’t fall 
straight. It had to wipe out the barbecue on 
it’s way, sending an avalanche of half-baked 
briquettes cascading across the yard and a 
black cloud of ashes and soot up into my 
face. Being temporarily blinded from the 
soot, I didn’t see the heavy door as it 
bounced off the barbecue. But I sure felt it 
when it crashed into my right shoulder with 
a bone-jarring blow. I don’t remember what 
I said, but I think it was something like, 
“Ouch!” 

As there did not seem to be an 
immediate solution to this latest develop- 
ment, I decided to move directly to the next 
problem. 

Problem #4: Could someone please tell 
me how a blind, amateur handyman with a 
dislocated shoulder and a near-fractured arm 
is supposed to make it through the night with 


no door on his house? Not to mention the 
fact that the flies and creepy crawlers were 
already moving in in droves like refugees 
from Somalia. Not to worry, once they taste 
my cooking, they’ll soon be gone. Or dead. 

A temporary solution was reached. I 
simply boarded up the door, poured myself a 
big pitcher of gin and pink lemonade and 
slumped into my rocker with a great sigh. 
The door could wait until tomorrow or 
whenever my shoulder stopped throbbing. 
After all, there were other entrances to the 
cabin and how many doors does one person 
need? 

The next morning my eyes popped open 
and I immediately thought about the unfin- 
ished project that I would have to face. 
Reluctantly, I got out of bed and consumed a 
hearty breakfast of ten cups of strong coffee, 
three aspirin and no less than twelve 
cigarettes. I was in no mood for real food. 

At the crack of noon, I once again 
strapped on my tool belt, which contained 
two saws, a drill with bits, several hammers 
and measuring devices, screwdrivers of 
every description, a square, a level, and a 
pocketful of nails, screws and bolts. I was 
prepared for anything, but could hardly walk 
under the weight of the tools and supplies. I 
tucked my handy carpenter pencil behind my 
right ear, my eyes became narrow slits, then 
I clanged and jangled my way outside to 
survey the destruction from the previous day. 
Less than I thought, the damage was 
repairable and I was soon drilling, screwing 
and hammering that stupid door into submis- 
sion. A few hours later, the cabin had an 
almost new door, complete with dead bolt, 
door knob and shiny new hinges. It was hard 
work but the job was completed without 
further incident or disaster. A first! 

I stepped back to admire my handiwork 
and said to myself, “Hey, no problem, and it 
only took two days.” Another plus was that 
the entire job cost under one hundred dollars 
including the Scotch and gin. 

No matter what the task, whether it be 
building a fence, repairing a rotten deck, or 
squirrel-proofing one place or another, once 
the job is started I usually enjoy it and I’m 
learning lots too: I hate to brag, but I can 
honestly say that when it comes to handi- 
work, I know more tricks than a hooker at a 
Shriners convention. 


Well, my dears, my favorite time of year 
is coming up and I have spent many 
Christmas holidays at the lake. I have an 
idea! Let’s go deep into the forest and chop 
down our very own Christmas tree. Yeah 
right! Stay tuned. 
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ACROSS 29. Gay Mecca 
Tee Mien aoe 30. Water wall, or dental 
3. Hair extravaganza cre- membrane 

ator 31. A doodle do 
7. Mom & Dad approve 33. Safe, French, fun 
10. Citizen 35. Diva anagram 
A CK 37. England’s rose 


12. Ghoulish, gay gourmet 38. 
15. Blackbirds or beanery 39. 
16. Academy Award gone 40. 


Pinup panties 
Drag adjustment 
Sunday service/gay 


crazy Mass 

17. Liberace nickname 41. Prime-time outing 

19. Gay K-Mart DOWN 

21. Shoots B&W beauty 2. The only blow you don’t 
boys want 

22. Churgins submarine 3. Divine Svengali 

24. Spanish party island 4.In&___ 


5. Lesbian, musical mother 
6. Wong Foo inscription 
7. Liz or Michael 


26. Where chickens go 
home to 
27. Lazy footwear 


Numerology 


by Moneca Trembllay 

Our lives operate on nine year cycles, which keep repeating 
themselves. Each of these years, from I to 9, has its own vibrations 
which cannot be avoided. Each year has its own set of influences. 
By knowing what to expect “IN ADVANCE” you can prepare 
yourself to take advantage of the opportunities and avoid the 
pitfalls! Each cycle runs from January Ist to December 31st of the 
current year: 

Your personal year is the reduced sum of your birth month, 
your birth day and the present calendar year: Add one to it, like this: 

David is born on December 9th, so: 

MONTH: Dec = 12. 1 +2 =3 

DAY: 09 

YEAR:1997 = 1+9+9+7=26 (2+6=8) thus: 3 + 09 + 8 Plus 
1=21,2+1=3: 

Thus, David is in a 3rd year cycle. 

Moneca is born March 25th, so: 

March is the 3rd month, her birth day adds up to 7 and the 
current year adds up to 8, adding a I and Moneca finds herself in 
a I year cycle (3+7+8 +1 =19,1+9=100r 1) 

The nine year cycles are very much like the stages in a 
harvesting season. Each one prepares for the next. In order to have 
a good harvest, no steps can be neglected or left out. 
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8. Island of Girls Only 

9. Gilty German pleasure 

13. Can't live without one 

14. Denim designation 

18. Six-pack 

20. Charles (not a prince), 
Nelson (not a lord) 

23. Big-lipped babe 

25. Flighty little thing 

28. Lawyer or mag 

32. M.A.C. face 

33. Magic, or date 

34. Ring around the 
restraint 

36. Barbie’s new fave color 

37. Dutch wall 

.-answers on Page 35 
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CYCLE ONE 

November is a month for introspection. If you are toying with 
the idea of a change of residence—don’t... Otherwise you'll be 
faced with another move by early January ‘98. Instead, re-evaluate 
that you have; a change of attitude—I suggest that you try to be 
more appreciative—will get you places. Smile. 

CYCLE TWO 

May I suggest that you pay more attention to where your hard 
earned cash came from and where it’s really going! Do you know 
enough about your business affairs? Is there something really 
special that you desire? Get it now, but please, no kittens and no 
puppies: they don’t stay cute for long! Except for Freddy. 

CYCLE THREE 

You must have faith. Get that writing pad and write, laugh at 
your artwork, but let your inner child enjoy him- or her-self. Go 
walk in a park. Love yourself, or at the very least like yourself. A 
short trip will be good for you and your spirit. Don’t neglect mom, 
dad, or grandma—they need loving too. 

CYCLE FOUR 

You need to get out in the world more. Be more friendly, smile, 
pay someone a compliment. I paid a beautiful compliment to my 
doctor; if the person you compliment blushes as much as my doctor 
did, it will be worth it. Break those old patterns. Be adventurous. 

CYCLE FIVE 

Your ability to accept changes will work in your favor this 
month. Things or people that need to be let go of, or anything that 


no longer benefits you or your life: cancel it and let go. But dovit 


with love, ease and grace. Don’t do it with pain. 


CYCLE SIX 

Is there a course that you have been waiting to take? Go for it. 
Read a good book lately? Do something special for yourself— 
something extraordinary and unique for you personally. Do 
something kinky (oh, god, Dr. Ruth has finally caught up with me!) 
Love, laugh, bless everything and everyone... silently, if you need to. 

CYCLE SEVEN 

It would have been impossible for you to get where you are 
today, if you weren’t a strong person. No matter what happens in 
your life, push the “reset button” and keep on keeping on. Count 
your blessings; I am writing this month’s column from my hospital 
bed. Let your human nature and compassion flow. Try to under- 
stand your fellow man—your reward will be great! 

CYCLE EIGHT 

Cooperate with others, take and follow directions—but don’t 
lean too hard on others. They may be too weak for your needs. 
Trust yourself more, you are gifted with an inner guidance. Keep 
silent, meditate and the inspiration will flow like a beautiful water- 
fall. For example, before I write each column, | listen to my favorite 
music, and allow the inspiration to flow. 

CYCLE NINE 

This month is a challenge for you—work, plan, be organized, 
and make those sacrifices. It is also a good time to pamper yourself 
in the privacy of your home. Try different physical activities to 
break the monotony or boredom. The rewards will be fanstastic by 
January or February 1998. 
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GAYS & LESBIANS IN BUSINESS 


Courtney Sebree: laying down the law 


by Outlooks staff 

Lawyers Gary Courtney and Sam Sebree 
collectively have over twenty years of experi- 
ence. Gary is gay and Sam is a lesbian. The 
pair offer services to the gay and lesbian 
community that, prior to Courtney Sebree 
Law Firm (it is their third anniversary 
December 5), was woefully lacking. They are 
both very active within the community and 
are passionate in their views. Outlooks spoke 
with Sam and Gary in an exclusive interview 
in their offices. 

Outlooks: This issue of Outlooks is 
entitled “The Issues Issue”. What would you 
say is the most prevalent or common issue for 
your clients? 

Sam: One particular issue revolves 
around how to protect rights. By that I mean 
what you have to give somebody by way of a 
will, for example, or protect what you have in 
a partnership agreement—the most common 
day to day kinds of things. 

Gary: | think Sam is right. The key is 
having to take active steps to protect oneself. 
A lot of those areas, in absence of that active 
step by the person, are not dealt with on the 
same level as heterosexual issues. The largest 
part of our practice certainly does deal with 
rights issues in the sense of people being 


discriminated against actively, be it 
workplace, rental situations, issues with 
custody access and so on. 

Outlooks: You must be personally 
outraged by the Miss T situation. Comment? 

Sam: I think it is absolutely ludicrous. I 
do, however, like the way they were open 
about why they were going to deny her the 
children because it makes it so obvious that 
this is clearly a case of discrimination. 

Outlooks: What are your own personal 
issues from a lesbian and gay perspective? 

Sam: I do a lot of family law so what I 
see coming into my office is people who left 
a heterosexual relationship and are being 
threatened with the loss of their children if 
they don’t give up all their rights to property. 
I have a lot of those kinds of people calling 
me and it drives me crazy because they are 
absolutely terrified that this is going to 
happen—chances are, it’s not, but it is still 
held over their heads. 

Gary: | certainly see a lot of people who 
feel they have been discriminated against in 
their jobs. It is rare that they pursue it and that 
is because of fear. The government in this 
province almost promotes fear in people by 
their failure to protect rights. People are 
much more willing to fight when it comes to 
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children, so there is much more litigation 
when it comes to protection of those kinds of 
rights. 

Outlooks: Do either of you have polit- 
ical aspirations? 

Gary: I’m certainly politically involved, 
but I don’t have any personal desire to run. 
We are both heavily involved in the commu- 
nity, the Delwin Vriend legal fund, and so on. 

Outlooks: What are your views on the 
greater Calgary gay community. Do you 
view it as a cohesive unit and are we effecting 
change or do you think it’s very fractured? 

Sam: There is power in dollars, numbers 
and so on and I don’t think the community 
necessarily always unites behind a cause. 
There are a lot of splinter groups. I think it is 
changing, though, and it is not as fractured as 
it was. 

Gary: I have seen a definite major 
change; however, we are nowhere near the 
cohesiveness we should be. We have a small 
group of people who dedicate their lives to 
volunteer efforts and push, push, push until 
they get burned out. People are willing to be 
out more and to put up money which is a big 
change from years ago. 

Outlooks: What gives you the greatest 
joy in your professional lives? 

Sam: It is never your place to judge your 
case or your client but when you win a case 
for somebody who has been trodden upon, it 
is wonderful. 

Gary: That sort of thing does give you a 


rush, but what I enjoy most about our practice 
is the kind of joy you see when partners come 
into the office and feel comfortable. You see 
it time and time again with clients. 

Outlooks: Did you start your own 
practice because you wanted to have the 
kinds of clients you wanted, 1.e. gay and 
lesbian? 

Gary: I practiced for five or six years in 
Saskatoon and then moved up here and 
practiced for seven years or so for one of the 
bigger firms downtown. I had built up a 
certain percentage of gay clients. Sam and I 
made a real decision to cater to the commu- 
nity. It [the gay community] hadn’t been 
dealt with all that specifically by the legal 
community before. 

Outlooks: What is the down side of 
practicing law? 

Sam: One thing I find discouraging is 
how unfeeling partners can be to each other 
once they have broken up. The men are 
fighting about property and the women are 
oftentimes fighting about children, but both 
groups behave equally poorly. 

Gary: You can’t do all the pro bono 
work you would like to do. It can be discour- 
aging when you can’t take a case because the 
person can’t afford to hire you. 

Outlooks: Any advice for someone 
wishing to pursue a career in law? 

Sam: Whatever you do, when you are in 
your articling interview, don’t ask if they 
stock the fridge with beer! 


photo by Outlooks staff 
QUEER LEGAL—Law partners Sam Sebree and Gary Courtney (seated) fill 
a niche by meeting the legal needs of the community. 
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Micro advocacy and the changing face of AIDS 


by Audrey Gardner 

Micro advocacy is speaking up for 
dignity, quality and appropriate service 
on both an individual level or with the 
the assistance of others. AIDS Calgary 
has experienced an increased request for 
assisted-advocacy from persons living 
with HIV, persons at risk, and persons 
affected by HIV/AIDS. People are 
requesting assistance for basic survival 
needs such as food, shelter/housing and 
income. This is problematic in regards 
to health management, critical to persons 
living with HIV. Hence, poverty is the 
clearest picture of the changing face of 
HIV/AIDS. An increasing number of 
those testing positive for HIV are 
women, intravenous drug users and 
aboriginals, three populations that 
experience discrimination via sexism, 
classism and racism. In other words, as 


HIV increases in the mainstream 
(heterosexual) population, iets 
impacting those with the fewest 


resources, social power and economic 
stability. The challenge for micro 
advocacy, then, is working with persons 
experiencing multiple discrimination as 
they attempt to meet their own basic and 
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health service needs. How can we 
perform micro advocacy with persons 
experiencing multiple discrimination, 
with little or no support, housing, food, 
or income? 

We can find some answers in social 
movements that, for decades, have 
heralded dignity and equality and 
celebrated diversity and love. These 
include the gay rights movement, the 
feminist movement, the civil rights 
movement, and, of course, the 
HIV/AIDS movement. The gay rights 
movement exposed homophobia as an 
undeniable form of oppression and 
argued that sexuality is diverse and 
natural to every human being. The 
feminist movement identified the 
“Feminization of Poverty”, showing how 
gender inequity is tied to economic 


opportunities, or rather the lack thereof 


for women and children. The civil rights 
movement exposed the horrific impact 
of racism on both individual and institu- 
tional levels. Reducing homophobia 
continues to be central to the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. Eliminating oppres- 
sion by classism, sexism, racism, and 
ability-bias is the first step in reducing 
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barriers for the growing population of 
persons testing positive for HIV. Service 
providers and the diverse Calgary 
community will be required to challenge 
values and perspectives that persist in 
keeping doors closed to persons living 
with HIV, those at risk, and those 
affected by the virus. The HIV/AIDS 
movement has permanently interwoven 
the ideals of social justice with health 
care in its demand for health service 
without discrimination. 

Lessons can be learned from these 
movements to increase understanding of 
“the changing face of HIV/AIDS”. This 
face is a combination of many forms of 
oppression found in the world of poverty. 
For those not living in poverty this world 
can be invisible, yet this is where the 
growing number of persons testing HIV 
positive live. In order to accomplish 
micro advocacy, whether you are a 
worker, friend, family member, volun- 
teer, or interested person, you will be 
challenged to explore your values and 
assumptions about poverty and all that it 
involves (hunger, addiction, lack of 
consistent health management and 
mental health, homelessness, illiteracy, 
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etc.). Micro advocacy is not only a 
question of demanding service from 
others, it is also a question of one’s own 
values and attitudes. Micro advocacy is 
about being up close. 
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A big city boy and his small-town life 


by Rob Browatzke 

There are two things in this world that 
can be really hard: living in a small town 
and being gay. Imagine combining the two. 
Well, that’s what I did. I’m a twenty-year- 
old homo and I’m living life as big as I can 
in Lethbridge, Alberta. 

Lethbridge is not that bad. I mean, 
there are a lot of activities for gays and 
lesbians to participate in. GALA/LA, the 
main gay organization here, has monthly 
dances, weekly coffee nights, a newsletter, 
peer support line, and many other activities. 
And for us university students, the new 
social club on campus, QnA (Queers ‘n’ 
Allies), is providing new and exciting ways 
to become involved with gay life down here 
in sunny (well, windy) Southern Alberta. 
For instance, October seems to be GAY 
MONTH AT THE U OF L, what with 
National Coming Out Day and Halloween 
(i.e., the gay Christmas). QnA is capital- 
izing on that by having drag races, coming 
out story readings, and then on the 31st, a 
whole bunch of oh-so-cute homos prancing 
around as Halloween Fairies handing out 
bags of candy and condoms. 

But there is one problem with being 
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gay and living in a small town: the Moving 
Factor. Everyone, it seems, wants to move. 
And every now and then, someone does. 
They move to Calgary. The big city, after all, 
has to be better than this no-gay-bar town. I 
am not one to talk—I have every intention 
of moving as soon as I graduate (okay, with 
me it’s just the matter of needing a thriving 
metropolis, especially for the shopping. We 
don’t even have a Gap!) 

What I really find funny is that it 
probably doesn’t ever change. We, here in 
Lethbridge, think Calgary is paradise. 
Those in Calgary can’t wait to move to 
Vancouver. Those in Vancouver are dying 
to hit San Francisco. Those Californians 
can barely stand the wait until they can 
move to Amsterdam. Once they hit 
Amsterdam, they realize that it really is too 
big a place and decide to move somewhere 
calm and rural. Like Lethbridge. 

We're all looking for something. That’s 
life: a continual search for completeness, a 
place to belong. The thing is, straight, gay 
or whatever, we’re not going to find it by 
moving to another city. Well, not neces- 
sarily. That sense of completeness is 
something we must first develop within 
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ourselves, and then with those around us. 
Locale is incidental unless you, like me, are 
in constant conflict with chinooks (my hair 
Just can’t handle Lethbridge winds). The 
relationships I have established in 
Lethbridge are strong, steady, stable and 
satisfying. Maybe I can’t go off to 
Boyztown every night, and maybe I could 
party a little more if I lived down the street 
from the Roost. After all, I’m a twenty- 
year-old gay male (what’s more important 
than partying, except maybe the hair 
again?). 


Vil tell you what’s important. Living 


life as it comes, and not wasting it away 
dreaming about moving some place over the 
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A Vriend in need 


by Norm Sacuta 

Murray Billett is handling two interviewers at once. 
It’s eight o’clock on a Thursday night, and we’re seated 
having coffee at the Second Cup on Jasper Avenue that all 
the queers know about—the one that’s both simultane- 
ously cruisy and safe. When a policeman enters from the 
community station around the corner, he remains obliv- 
ious as a dozen or so heads turn to watch him walk from 
the entrance to the counter. This is gay life in Alberta, ’m 
thinking, clandestine and, at times, pathetically under- 
cover. 

A union negotiator for the United Nurses of Alberta, 
Billett might disagree. Built like one of those policeman, 
he may be the most out and directly confrontational 
member of our community. He’s in the news constantly, 
acting as one of a handful of openly gay spokespersons in 
the province: a director of GALA, a member of the 
Edmonton Police Service—Edmonton Gay and Lesbian 
Community Liaison Committee, and the local contact 
person for Gay Fathers and Lesbian Mothers. In a recent 
Alberta Report article on the “Ms. T” fostercare case, 
Billett was described as wearing a “rose-coloured” sports 
coat, a distinction that left him simultaneously pleased 
and shaking his head. 

But today I’m not meeting with him about Ms. T., but 
an even more important case for which he has become a 
principal fund-raiser over the past five years. 

On November 4th and Sth, the Supreme Court of 
Canada will hear arguments concerning the exclusion of 
sexual orientation, by the Province of Alberta, from the 
human rights legislation (the Individual Rights Protection 
Act—IRPA). The case, better known to lesbians and gays 
in Alberta as the Delwin Vriend case, has taken six years 
and two earlier court decisions to reach the Supreme 
Court, which granted leave to appeal the earlier decisions 
in October of 1996. 

The case, from its inception, has not been directly 
about Delwin Vriend’s firing, in 1991, from King’s 
College in Edmonton. That decision—Vriend’s removal 
from his job as a lab instructor based on what the college 
considered to be an infringement of their religious policy 
against homosexuality— is not being directly challenged. 
What is being challenged is the subsequent refusal of the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission to act on Vriend’s 
complaint against the college. 

The first application to the Court of Queen’s Bench in 
1991, requested that the court state the IRPA infringes on 
the Charter of Rights by not including sexual orientation. 
In April of 1994, Justice Anne Russell agreed that the Act 
was unconstitutional and that sexual orientation must be 
read into the provincial legislation. 

The Government of Alberta appealed this decision to 
the Alberta Court of Appeal, and in February 1996, the 
earlier decision was overturned by a 2 to 1 margin (inter- 
estingly, both the dissenting judge in the appeal case and 
Justice Russell were women; the judges who disagreed 
with the inclusion of sexual orientation in the Act were 
men). 

“So far our legal fees, both for the initial case and the 
appeals, have totalled a quarter of a million dollars, 
although the lawyers are actually working Pro Bono 
[without payment]” says Billett. “We would, obviously, 
like to make some payment to those lawyers for their hard 
work, and we still have dispersement fees to pay. At the 
moment, the Delwin Vriend Defense fund has been 
drained down to around a thousand dollars.” 
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The need for funds to push the case forward has 
perhaps, more than anything else, highlighted what is 
wrong with the present Alberta Government’s refusal to 
include sexual orientation in the act. Equality is based on 
how much money one earns--and how much is at one’s 
disposal to pursue individual court action—not, per se, on 
the basis of human rights. 

“I do sometimes wish people in our community 
would understand the situation in this province from a 
more political and financial perspective,” Billett acknowl- 
edges. “But historically this government has been so 
entrenched, so firmly in place, they know they’re in the 
driver’s seat. Hopefully the Supreme Court’s decision will 
change that.” 

The battle lines have certainly been drawn, with 
groups on either side being allowed to submit twenty page 
briefs (totalling no more than 10 minutes of oral presenta- 
tion time each) to the Court. Presenting for Vriend, and 
the inclusion of sexual orientation in the Act, are no fewer 
than 13 groups, as diverse as the Alberta Civil Liberties 
Association, the Canadian Jewish Congress, Conference 
of the United Churches of Alberta and the Attorney 
General of Newfoundland. Against inclusion of sexual 
orientation -are five groups: Focus on the Family, 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, the Alberta Federation 
of Women United for Families, the Christian Legal 
Fellowship and the Attorney General of Ontario. The 
inclusion of Ontario on the side of the Alberta 
Government is a bit surprising, and one wonders if they 
would have offered such support prior to the election of 
Mr. Harris as Premier. 

The Supreme Court’s decision-will probably not be 
known for months (spring at the earliest). But should 
Vriend’s lawyers win the case, there are still a number of 
ways in which the Government of Alberta might dodge the 
issue of including sexual orientation under the IRPA. The 
least likely scenario is the “opting out” clause in the 
Constitution, which allows individual provinces to 
exclude themselves from a particular part of the Charter 
found to be objectionable. This is an unlikely occurrence, 
since Alberta has, like other English-speaking provinces, 
been sharply critical of Quebec for opting out of the 
Charter in areas of language protection. 

A more likely response, should the Government insist 
on making it difficult for homosexuals to complain to the 
Human Rights Commission, is simply to disband the 
Commission all together (as British Columbia did under 
the Socreds), thus placing the onus on individuals to spend 
their own money and take discriminators to court on their 
own. Even if such cases might lead to judgements against 
employers or landlords, the issue still becomes a matter of 
finances over rights. 

So far the Government has been able to get away with 
not having any legislation concerning homosexuality 
(particularly in the case of Ms. T.) and the whole series of 
issues surrounding fostercare. A positive decision on the 
Vriend case will have a direct effect on the possibility of 
court action in the upcoming battle over gay and lesbian 
foster parenting, perhaps forcing actual legislation. So 
far, it has been a shifting of responsibility from the Child 
Welfare Appeal Review Panel (which has steadfastly 
refused to advise the government on this issue), to bureau- 
crats, ministers, the cabinet, and then back to the panel. 

“First there was Stockwell Day who, inspired by a 
theological and philosophical right-wing ideology, said 
gays wouldn’t be allowed fostering,” notes Billett. “Then 


he got moved out of the portfolio and the government 
stated there was no official policy. Under Oberg, there’s 
been a series of government memos, stating things about 

“traditional”, “normal” or “stable” families being the only 
ones allowed. All the while, none of this government’s 
positioning has been passed through the Legislature or 
Cabinet. It’s all memos, not policy.” 

What is clear is that any Supreme Court decision, 
even a favourable one for the gay community in Alberta, 
will not guarantee a change in the way the Government 
has handled the issue. With Prince Edward Island about 
to include sexual orientation in its own human rights legis- 
lation, Alberta will be the only province left without such 
protection written into law. Future court cases loom—in 
particular the Ms. T. case. 

Billett has already begun, with others, to establish a 
fund to help cover court costs in the Ms. T. case. The 
EPOCH project (Effecting Policy and Practice Outcomes 
for Children and their Households) is beginning to solicit 
money. Donations are also still badly needed for the 
Delwin Vriend Defense Fund, which is nearly exhausted. 

Meanwhile, Billett himself remains perpetually 
optimistic. As the interview comes to a close, he suggests 
to the other reporter present (a newcomer from Ottawa) 
that he come to a “refugee Thanksgiving Dinner” being 
planned at his home for a group of gay men who have 
nowhere else to go during the holiday. The reporter 
accepts, and it strikes me that Billett’s kind of energy has 
a positive affect on more than his wide-ranging political 
concerns—the result, I suppose, of living and not simply 
reaping the benefits of a political life. 

Those who wish to donate to either the Delwin Vriend 
Defense Fund;~or.the EPOCH Project, may send 
donations to PO. Box 431, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2T6. 
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Going to the ‘Wall ° 


“A FABULOUS FANTASY... 
DRESSED UP IN MOVIE MAGIC.” 


THEATRICAL REVIEW 


review by David Crosson 

Stonewall 

A BBC/Arena NY production; 
book by Martin Duberman; directed by 
Nigel Finch; starring Guillermo Diaz 
and Frederick Weller. 

For many, the Stonewall riots of 
1969 exist more symbolically than 
historically in the annals of queer 
culture. The ‘grey zones’ surrounding 
this event are vast. Thankfully, the 
BBC/Arena NY _ production of 
Stonewall helps put a face—faces—to 
what has largely existed as rumor, 
legend, and lie for some thirty years. 

Kicked off by a montage of talking 
heads relating their experiences and 
opinions, the film quickly pirouettes 
away from testimony into the highly 
romanticized reminiscences of one 
Hector Duarte, a.k.a. La Miranda 
Queerass. (“Everyone has their own 
Stonewall legend. This one is mine.”) 

With the aid of La Miranda’s narra- 
tion, Stonewall manages to take one of 
gay history’s most bitter pills and 


candy-coat it in fairy dust for a more 
palatable, even enjoyable, dosage. 
Funny, touching, and highly enter- 
taining, this film examines the rift in the 
Greenwich Village milieu between 
defiantly war-painted queens and the 
‘respectable’ liberation front that hides 
and legitimizes itself under the ‘accept- 
able’ aegis of mental illness. At the core 
of this division lies La Muiranda’s 
relationship with Matty Dean, an 
awkward, idealistic farmboy torn 
between the flamboyant new 
playground of New York nightlife and 
the quest for mainstream daylight 
acceptance. 

Group drag numbers’ occur 
throughout the film, commenting on the 
action like a Greek chorus, bouffants 
and stiletto heels replacing masks and 
cothurni. At one point, in a brilliant 
Hair-like inversion, Matty Dean 
expresses La Miranda’s identity to a 
shocked draft board, explaining that he’s 
“livin? in the other state between 
maleness and femaleness—fabulous- 
ness.” 

Matty Dean is, in fact, the one 


caught in the middle—or wanting to 
be—pulled one way by an exuberant La 
Miranda and the other by Ethan, a 
respectably tweedy civil rights nerd 
(remember, this is La Miranda’s legend, 
so it’s fairly clear for whom we are to 
cheer). 

Guillermo Diaz and Frederick 
Weller, as La Miranda and Matty Dean 
respectively, contribute winning perfor- 
mances throughout the film, as do a 
number of other actors whose names 
unfortunately appear only as illegible 
Lilliputian print in the final credits. 

On all levels, Stonewall was a very 
pleasant surprise: engaging, amusing, 
and effortlessly evocative of a time not 
so long ago but worlds away. Rent it 
and applaud loudly for the victories on 
all fronts: male, female, and everything 
that falls between. 
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NATIONAL BESTSELLER 


A family affair 


FLESH 4,0 


life, start to finish, of a new 
American family. A Greek 
immigrant, Constantine, falls in 
love with a beautiful Italian 
American woman, Mary, and from 
their union arises the Stassos 
family. 

The family settles in New 
York State, where Constantine, 
along with a business partner, 
starts building houses in a new 
market area. The business takes 
off and the family finds 
themselves in a very nice house in 
a respectable neighbourhood. We 
learn, early on, of Constantine’s 
inability to get along with his 
second child, and only son, Billy; 
his tolerance of his oldest 
daughter, Susan; and the love he 
feels for his youngest, Zoe. We 
are also shown the extent of 
«| Constantine’s anger, a trait brought 


bamanity at a high and 
poetic level 
Richard Eder 
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MICHAEL 
CuUNNINGHAM 


Pe THOR OF A HOME AT THE END OF THE WORLO 


world when she visits a school friend who 
has moved away to New York City. She 
visits whenever possible on weekends. 
Mary falls deeper into a depression as she 
watches her family fail, but doesn’t seem to 
realize her problem, even as she gets 
charged repeatedly with shoplifting at the 
local mall. 

The author vividly describes situations 
in which a family deals with divorce, 
grandchildren out of wedlock, and a 
member that falls ill with HIV. This is just 
the beginning. We are then taken deeper 
into the family through many more 
chapters, with things ending in a quite 
unexpected manner. 

The book is written in a narrative style 
and spans three generations. Throughout, 
the reader is drawn into the action, growing 
up with the children in a manner that’s 
reminiscent of everyone’s childhood. At 
times we had to put the book down to 
reflect on our own experiences and “find 


BOOK REVIEW 


ourselves” again, if you will. Then it was 
back to sharing the bumps and scrapes, 
smiles and laughter with the Stassos family. 

This book, as we have stated, is very 
moving and is a fantastic example of 
human nature and the extent to which we 
may grow. Though the book does not end 
in “rainbows”, it is still filled with literary 
images of beauty and joy and, much like 
life, its negative elements must be taken in 
stride. 

Flesh and Blood is Michael 
Cunningham’s second novel. His first, 4 
Home at the End of the World, was 
published in 1990. The novel turned out to 
be a well deserved national bestseller. 

Our thanks to A Woman’s Place Book 
Store for providing us with this month’s 
selection, and with providing Calgary with 
a great selection of other gay and lesbian 
titles to choose from. 


review by Neil Hinchey and Warren 
Ashworth 

Flesh and Blood, 

Written by Michael Cunningham 
Published by Scribner Paperback Fiction, 
1995 

Flesh and Blood is an involving and 
thought-provoking work of fiction in which 
the author takes us on a trip through the 
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over with him from the old world, possibly. 
As this dysfunctional family progresses 
together, each person grows, but away from 
each other. Susan gets married just out of 
high school when she recognizes an oppor- 
tunity for escape from the family home. 
Billy goes off to college and learns more 
and more about himself: his sexuality being 
just one of many things. Zoe finds a new 
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by Benjamin Peters 

Size does count. 

Just ask Mark Wahlberg. 

In the hilarious black comedy Boogie 
Nights, the former rapper known as Marky 
Mark plays a young man blessed with 
considerable assets. So considerable, in 
fact, that he becomes the toast of 
California’s burgeoning adult porno scene 
in the 1970s. 

“IT read the script and loved it but I 
immediately called (writer/director) Paul 
Thomas Anderson and told him I was 
definitely not his man,’ admits Wahlberg. 
“There were at least three scenes in the film 
that required the character to strip down and 
reveal his impressive endowment. 

“T asked Paul if he’d ever seen any of 
my underwear ads. If so, he’d have realized 
I'd never have been able to hide something 
like that in a pair of Calvin Kleins.” 
Anderson assured Wahlberg that a special 
effects department in Hollywood was 
already working on the answer to that 
problem. 

“That raised another question,” 
explains Wahlberg. “If I did the movie with 
the prosthetic penis, there were obviously 
going to be people who believed it was all 
me. That meant two things: I’d probably get 
followed into a lot of washrooms, and girls 
Id date in the future would have enormous 
expectations.” 

It had also crossed Wahlberg’s mind 
that Boogie Nights could turn out the be the 
male version of Showgirls. 

“Sure I knew I could be the new 
Elizabeth Berkley, but the script was so 
insightful and actually very sweet. The 
characters in it aren’t ugly, degenerat 
people. They are a family. = 

“These porno stars actually believed 
they were making legitimate films. They 
were naive. They were exploited.” And yes, 
there were times when Mark Wahlberg felt 
exploited on the set of Boogie Nights. 

“Tt started the day I got fitted for that 
penis. There seemed to be dozens of people 
in the room. Special effects people, make 
up people and wardrobe people all insisted 
they had to take ‘before’ and ‘after’ shots 
for continuity purposes or something. I’ve 
been assured those photos are never going 
to be published. Like yeah! I wasn’t born 
yesterday, but I’m living on hope.” 

For the duration of the shoot, the 
prosthetic penis became Wahlberg’s best 
friend. 

“I didn’t just wear it for the shock 
scenes. I had to wear it the whole time. It 
determined the way I had to walk and it 
provided the appropriate bulge in the 
costumes.” 

Wahlberg did get his biggest request. 
His head and the penis are never shown 
together. “It was me who suggested the 


camera cut off my head for the unveiling 
moment. I told Paul that no one was going 
to be looking at my mug anyway so why not 
just show me from the neck down. That is 
my body. It’s just not my penis.” 

For two scenes in Boogie Nights, 
Wahlberg has to simulate hard-core sex 
with Julianne Moore. 

“Despite my image, sex has always 
been a very private thing for me and here I 
was having to bump and grind with 
Julianne. We were completely naked with 
all these crew people just standing around. 

“She is one of the sweetest, nicest 
people on Earth and what happened for me 
on set that first day is essentially what 
happens in the actual scenes. 

“She talked to me as if I were her little 
brother and assured me that this was the 
most natural thing on Earth for actors. She 
could tell I was nervous and embarrassed.” 

Nervous? Shy? Embarrassed about 
his sexuality?! 

Is this the same Mark Wahlberg who 
dedicated his Madonna-like photo journal 
book to his penis? Is this the same Mark 
Wahlberg who told infamously gay director 
Joel Schumacher that if he were cast as 
Robin instead of Chris O’Donnell they 
wouldn’t need to pad the codpiece? 

“Of course I’m eating my words. That 
was Marky Mark speaking. My rapper 
days were all about image and ; 
attitude. It was a role I was 
playing just like Dirk Diggler, 
the porn star in Boogie Nights, 
is. I really want to put Marky 
Mark behind me.” 

Not so quickly. Marky § 
Mark hung around with the 
homophobic rapper Shabba 
Ranks and himself made some 
rather crude anti-gay state- f 
ments. ; 

“I wish those things PB 
weren’t out there. I wish I 
could take them all back. I 
wish I could make people 
understand why a young guy 
would make such ugly state- 
ments 

“I always knew I had a big 
gay following and that was OK § 
because I was struttin’ my 
stuff. What upset me were all 
those stories that I was secretly 
gay. 

“T love women, I have 
always loved women. They § 
control my every thought and fi 
my every action. 

“I’ve never been attracted 
to men in a sexual way. I have 
some great male friends but 
they’re only friends. 

“Now I see it as a compli- 


ment that gay men want me to be part of 
their culture. But that doesn’t mean I’ll be 
gay for them. It’s not going to happen. Not 
in this lifetime at least. 

“I’m proud to have a gay following. 
I’ve learned that gay men can take a joke 
and I hope I can too, so let’s all joke about 
this gay stuff but let’s not get serious.” 

Boogie Nights did require 
Wahlberg kiss actor Phil Hoffman. 

“Next to my brother, Phil is the only 
man I’ve ever kissed. I'd kiss Phil any time 
again because he felt like a brother to me. 
There were no misunderstandings between 
us.” 

In Boogie Nights, Wahlberg does the 
three things he swore he’d never do in a 
movie: 

He sings, he dances, and he strips 
down. 

“In almost every other movie I’ve done 
to date, or the movie offers I turned down, 
they wanted me to do these three things. 

“All that belongs to my Tiger Beat days 
when I was a sex object for little girls (and 
gay men?), but in Boogie Nights it was very 
different. 

“Poor Dirk can’t really sing. He tries it 
when he’s trying to break away from the 
porno business. When he’s dancing in the 
disco, he thinks he’s John Travolta. I 
thought that was really cool. It wasn’t me 


that 
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dancing. It was Dirk.” 

As for all the flesh he flashes, 
Wahlberg says that’s not really him either. 
“T lost almost 40 Ibs to play Dirk. 

“When I watched those old porno 
movies from the 1970s the thing that struck 
me the most was that those guys looked so 
thin. 

“Maybe those skinny bodies make 
other things look bigger, or maybe it was all 
the booze, drugs and partying. Whatever it 
was, I wanted that look for Dirk. So what 
you see in Boogie Nights is less than the old 
Mark Wahlberg and more...much, much 
more. 

“I’m going to have to live with Dirk 
and his diggler for a long time now just as 
I’ve had to live with Marky Mark the rapper 
and Mark the underwear boy. 

“It’s pretty difficult to have a private 
life but I want that too. I don’t have a 
special girl in my life any more so I’m 
going to have to go looking for someone 
who hasn’t seen Boogie Nights.” 

Wahlberg spent his summer in Toronto 
filming the drama Hit Man. 

He is currently working out in a gym in 
Boston and eating plenty of pasta so he can 
play a boxer opposite Robert DeNiro in Out 
On My Feet. 


photo by G. Lefkowitz/ New Line Cinema 


Mark Wahlberg (leff) and Burt Reynolds star in New Line Cinema’s Boogie Nights. 
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Coming out: a lifecycle 


by Derek Antonio 

Change. The move to make a differ- 
ence. It can mean nickels and dimes, but in 
this case, it could mean life and death. 
Change is something that is feared as much 
as it is celebrated. Change, in relation to 
gays and lesbians, usually means coming 
out. For very obvious reasons, choosing to 
be yourself can sometimes have a very big 

effect on your life. 

More and more of us are 
discovering our sexuality at a 
younger age, and experimenting 
with our feelings. This is a 
change from the past where 
people usually didn’t come out 
until they were in college or 
university; it can occur as 
early as elementary school. It is 
quite common now, at I-Dentity or even 
some of the gay cafes around town, for 
thirteen to fifteen year old queer youths to 
pop their heads in in search of a sanctuary. 

With so much  gay-orientated 
mainstream entertainment such as Ellen, and 
In & Out, it seems only natural that more 
‘lesbigay’ young people will feel better about 
themselves. I was watching Ellen’s show just 
the other night and was inspired to see that 
the show is battling primetime stereotypes, 
while at the same time perhaps, changing the 
lives of the closeted youths out there who are 
watching. in retrospect, it’s difficult to 


now, 
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imagine how a show such as Ellen could 
have been around fifteen years ago, when I 
was growing up. Mind you, my family 
wasn’t that conservative, but the show would 
still have profoundly impacted how I looked 
at myself and my future. Also, as previously 
mentioned in earlier columns, public schools 
are now confronting lesbigay youth issues 
and are preventing a lot of the damage many 
had experienced in the classroom. Whether 
it’s an ‘anti-homophobia’ workshop or a 
poster depicting homosexuality as ‘normal’ 
in the cafeteria, the message of a brighter 
future is hitting home to many young gays 
and lesbians. And it’s about time! Positive 
gay imagery is something we all needed 
when we were younger, and it’s something 
school counselors are now recognizing as a 
need for today’s youth—gay and straight. 
However, many of us weren’t blessed enough 
to have positive gay role models such as k.d. 
lang or Ellen Degeneres when we needed 
them and had to deal with society’s hetero- 
sexism with no allies or exceptions to the 
Talley, 

But even with today’s ‘changes’, there 
are still thousands of young people in Alberta 
who can’t face themselves 
honestly in the mirror. It is 
common in the suburbs of big 
cities, and small repressive 
towns, for gay youths to be 
victimized by homophobia. It’s 
in places like these where gay 
youth suicides are more likely to 
happen and where overall 
modern day liberation isn’t much of a 
priority. It’s also in places like this where 
lesbigay youths need to network and band 
together. Making the connections isn’t 
always easy, so it’s important for all gay and 
lesbian organizations out there to remember 
youth outreach in their practices. It’s easie 
to cope with negativity when you're not 
alone. I’ve dealt with rural organizations 
before who don’t necessarily understand the 
needs of young people and tend to look at the 
big picture, rather than just pieces of the 
puzzle. Many groups have said that there 
isn’t enough need to have a youth group, but 
unfortunately, what they don’t realize is that 
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youth groups aren’t the cure, but possibly an 
over-prescribed placebo. Queer youth who 
don’t live in big cities, or modernized small 
municipalities, don’t expect youth groups, 
just support and information. Good advice 
to these groups is to let young people, and 
people who work with them, know about 
their organizations, like in the schools, and at 
coffee shops/ hangouts. Initiative also has to 
be taken to find these organizations as they 
are, needless to say, likely not in the phone 
book. 

Coming out isn’t something that just 
happens one eventful Thursday, but 
something we continue to do 
throughout our lives as we discover 
our preferences and needs. So even 
to those of you reading who have 
been out for ‘years’, it’s important 
to evaluate your life often to ensure 
that you are headed in the direction 
you want. Don’t end up thirty years 
from now in a place where you hate 
and say you don’t know how you 
got there. Now is the time to 
change, and to refocus yourself 
towards what you want to do. 
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shared accom. 


Roommate wanted, Kensington area. Two 
bdrm aptcondo close to University, SAIT, 
Respectable gay male, non- 
smoking, must love dogs. Dec 1. Asking 
$350/mo plus small DD, parking incl. 270- 
7238, ask for Ric 
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matchcanada.com or 416-410-1770 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 gay 

male movies to buy 

r rent! Hot new 

| releases: hard to 
find classics; mail 


order too! Visit or 


vrite to: Express 
| Video, 4202, 
11745 Jasper Ave., 
‘Edmonton, Alta. 
TSKONS. Ph:403- 
482-7480 


400 
personals 


J; Thanks for the compliment & as to 
whether I’m interested, come sing beside me 
Sunday nights at 7pm at the Old Y Community 
Centre with the Calgary Men’s Chorus and let’s 
-R- Call 228-4280 


401 
massage 


see what “pops” up 


COUPLES RELAXATION MASSAGE 
WORKSHOP 


For gay and lesbian couples. Enhance 


your relationship. Full day hands-on couples 


7 


massage instruction—Saturday Nov, 22—call 


NOVEMBER 21, 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: PROVINCE: 


DAY PHONE: 


ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST SE VERIFIED * 
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CODE: 


HOME PHONE: 


SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


EOo ys 


F I 


(403) 905-2079—cost $105 per 
Limited ayailability 


couple. 


Professional massage by Jamil Hussein 
R.M.T, $24 for half hour, $40 for hour, $65 
for 90 minutes, reflexology $25 per session. 
Motor vehicle accident cases very welcome. 
(403) 606-1384. 


402 
friends 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope 
Outlooks 
will forward to the-advertiser 


the number you wish to reply to. 


Sugar daddy looking for young man 20-30. 
Must be stable. honest, possess a sense of 
humor and into the outdoors. Reply #1047 


Looking for hot daytime encounter, No fat- 
ties or femmes. Role playing a plus! Reply 


#1057 


Smart, young professional. Tired of trashy 
relationships, now I’m looking for someone | 
can respect on an intellectual level. Own 
interests, hobbies, passions a must. Reply 
#1059. 


GWM, 6’2”, 220 Ibs, short crewcut & mus- 
tache, growly bear type, 
between 40-50. Looking for bear type for 
friendship and possible relationship. Not into 
really, but interested in quiet 
Submit what you will, phone #4, 
Reply #1072 


seeking someone 


bar scene, 
evenimgs. 
photo, interests ete. 


We are a group of men under 35 who enjoy 
SAFE fun together. Discreet. All interested 
will be screened for the safety of all involved. 
Reply #1073. 


SEEKS RED CUB 


Daddy bear, 47, in Calgary from west, pro- 
fessional, attached, seeks same Tuesday or 
Thursday day only. Discreet, new to light 
leather and raunch. Tell me what you're like 
Photo 
if possible, hung a plus, me: short, thick, firm, 
with beard, Reply #1074 


REMEMBER MOTOWN? 


The Wall of Soound? Philly Soul? Do you 
enjoy Patti LaBelle, 3 Degrees and Diana 
Ross? Just to name a few. 


and what your relationship is missing. 


If you are interest- 
ed in getting together to share memories, 
music, influence and updates please call, 266- 


6155, leave message. 


SGM looking for nice, intelligent, sensitive 


ORDER 


ALL ADS PLACED ON OUR WEBSITE FREE OF CHARGE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


EDS 


Looking for a new friend? 
Place a classified ad in Outlooks 
and find that special someone 
who's looking for you. 


and sexy guys for friendship and fun times. 
Must love singing and doing it in public. Meet 
me at the Calgary Men’s Chorus Sunday 
nights 7 to 9 pm at the Old Y Community 
Centre or call 228-4280. 


Romantic, slim gay male, 40, high stan- 
dards, seeks young, hung GM for discreet 
casual oral encounters. Reply #1075. 


Handsome Asian, 20s, 5°8”, 145 Ibs, fits 
and healthy, in good shape, Enjoy gym, 
movies, looking for friend or more. Reply 
#1076. 


Friendly, masculine, attractive. intelligent, 
29, seeking intelligent GM. Me: 5°8”, 150. 
clean cut, healthy, fit, honest, practical, enjoys 
outdoors, practical, good humored. Reply 


#1077 

27 year old male seeking older male friend 
for fun, discreet times together, Approx. 45+ 
Reply #1078 


Slim, smooth GWM, 50, seeks young, slim 
smooth Caucasian or Afro Canadian for 


friendship, romantic encounters. Reply 
#1079. 
I’m a 22 year old guy, 6’2”, slim build, 


brown hair, looking for other young guys to 
get together with friends. Reply #1080. 


403 
escorts & models 


MALE MODELS WANTED 


For newspaper advertisements, photo 
shoots, and promotions. Send photo and 
resume, including address and phone num- 
ber. Experience preferred but not essential. 
Reply #2055. 


404 
dating services 


ALL MALE ACTION 


Meet and talk to other hot men! Call 777- 
9481 in Calgary, and 413-7144 in Edmonton 
for free trial membership. 
are looking for! 


Find whatever you 


(CIRCLE ONE) 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Entire ad in Bold: 
Headline: 
Photograph (/ “x]” B&W), 


Border Around Ad: 
Reply Number Forwarding: 
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accommodations 


Black Orchid Manor B&B. Located at 
1402 2nd St. N.W. Calgary. 100% gay owned 
and operated, only gay guests welcomed. 
(403)276-2471. 


CALGARY WESTWAYS 


ny. W Alber 
ANADA 


GUEST HOUSE 


This 1912 downtown Heritage home in the 
historical Mission district. Westways with its 
warm, unique ambiance is Alberta’s first & 
Calgary’s leading gay-owned B&B. Private 
Ensuite bathrooms in all bedrooms plus 
TV, [VCR available] & telephone. Hot tub 
on the deck, 10 min walk to bars, park & 
gym, Enjoy the hearty gourmand cooked 
breakfast. Check out is at 11:30 am. 216-25 
Ave. SW., Calgary. (403) 229-1758. Fax 
228-6265. http://www.westways.ab.ca 


The Foxwood Bed & Breakfast. 1725 - 
12th St. SW, Calgary, Alberta, 244-6693. 


Gay owned and operated. 


The Mountain Berry Inn 
Vacation with — class at the 
Mountainberry Inn. A country hideaway 
overlooking the Shuswap Lake. 40 private 
acres. 6 minutes off the Trans-Canada 
highway, midway between Calg. and Van. 
Lovely cottage or B&B available. Group 
rates too! (250)835-8891. 


event listings 


CALGARY 
ARGRA Dance November [Sth at the 


Victoria Park Hall at 8:00 p.m. Next dances 
December 13th and January 24th. 


Line Dancing: Dance the latest country 
moves in a Western atmosphere! All classes 
taught by Allan Cozzubbo (ARAD-ADEA- 
WRDAA-CDTA-BATD). Maximum of 8 per 
class: 10 lessons for $80.00. Wednesdays or 
Chursdays. For more information call 228- 
2883. 


BETWEEN THE COVERS: Cris 


FORM 


$20.00 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


$15.00 
$15,00 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


ADD 7% GST: 
GRAND TOTAL: 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Williamson and Tret Fure play November 9, 7:00 pm at 
Mount Royal College’s Leacock Theatre. Tickets available at 
A Woman’s Place Bookstore, Kensington CD and 
Grabbajabba Tivoli. A Camp 181 production. 


The Nutcracker will be in Calgary December 17-23, 1997 


ton.ab.ca 


Womonspace craft fair, Saturday, Nov. 25 at Hazeldean 
Hall, 9630-66 Ave. Jewelry, clothing, paintings, furnishings, 
foodstuffs, sculpture cards and more. Phone (403) 482-1794. 


EVM with guest Wajjo Drummers at Convocation Hall on 


@ 7:30 and December 20 & 21, 1997 @ 2:00. In Edmonton 
December 10-14 @ 7:30 and December 13 & 14, 1997 @ 
2:00. All performances at the Jubilee Auditorium. For more 
info call 245-4222. 


evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
WHISTLER, B.C. 


Rainbow Lambda Society of Calgary representing Mr. & 
Ms. Gay Calgary present Bowlerama Round 2, Friday Nov 
21st, 10 pm at Mountainview Bowlerama. Tickets available 
by contacting Doug at 750-0105. Cost is $10.00. 


The Liffey Players present “The Loves of Cass McGuire” 
at the Joyce Doolittle Theatre, Pumphouse Theatres from 
November 6 - 13. Tickets $10 regular admission, $8 students 
and seniors. Call 263-0079 to purchase by phone 


This one did. 


Camp 181 presents a Smoke Free New Year’s Eve Dinner & 
Dance. 8pm at Bridgeland-Riverside Community Centre. For 
info call 244-5315 or 229-2011. Tickets avail. at Women’s 
Place Bookstore. 

LES/BI/GAY EDUCATORS. Would you like to 
serve on a steering committee for the establishment 
of a social/political association for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered educators? We are hop- 


ing for a cross-section of female/male; public/sepa- 
rate/private; principals/administrators/teachers/U of 
C students from the Greater Calgary area. Please 
forward a response to John I, Steering Committee, 
205a, 223 -12 Ave S.W., Calgary, AB. 
EDMONTON 

Buck Naked Boys Club of Edmonton--Hot Tub 
party, Friday, Nov. 7: BNBC-E is a gay male nudist 
club for men oyer the age of 18. Event and club 
information available via email: fdicker@compus- 
mart.ab.ca 


BEARS hot tub party, Saturday Nov 8. Cost $10. 
For more information email jda@freenet.edmon- 
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Queerword answers | 
...$@@ puzzle on page 23 | rstwlotulale 


IDOL COUNTRY 

From: His Video (A Chi Chi La Rue 
Production) 

Featuring: Ryan Idol, Steve Marks, Jake 
Andrews, Trent Reed, Rod Majors, Marco Rossi, 
Mike Chavez, J.T. Sloan, Tyler J. Regan, Tanner 
Reeves, Wolff & Grant Larson 

Running Time: 90 minutes 


One year older—Ryan hasn’t aged at all. 
His best friends Alan and Richard throw him a 
real birthday bash-come-orgy. However, as the 
party winds down, Richard tries to convince 
Ryan it’s time for him to give up one-night- 
stands, find Mr. Right, and settle down. It takes 
a daring bet with cash on the line to convince 
Ryan to experiment. Richard arranges for his 
cousin Pete to host Ryan for a weekend at his 


the U of A campus Saturday, Dec. 6 8:00 pm. 


6TH ANNUAL GAY AND LESBIAN SKI WEEK, Feb 1- 
8, 1998. Complete packages available from Bliss Tours (1- 
800-636-0810 or 604-736-0810) 


Take out an event listing in Outlooks. 
Classified and make sure your event gets the 
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Email: 


6 YEARS PIERCING EXPERIENCE 
STERILIZATION PROCEDURES. 


6 YEARS TATTOOING EXPERIENCE 
5 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN HOSPITAL 


jo. [=| 


farm in Missouri. 

On his arrival at the farm, Ryan looks like 
the classic urban cowboy compared to the husky 
farmhands and his host Pete. Learning chores 
like feeding the chickens, making hay and 
milking the cows demonstrates how flexible 
Ryan really is. From top to bottom he learns 
quickly—but he really shines at putting the 
books in order for his host. 

Farmhands Jimmy and Carl find it amusing 
when Ryan demonstrates that he’s obviously not 
at home in the hay barn. They prove very 
quickly, however, that a roll in the hay is every- 
thing it’s cracked up to be. Meanwhile, Ryan 
returns to his expertise as a business consultant 
to help Pete prepare for a major deal with a 
Mexican buyer. When the Mexican arrives it 
becomes obvious he cannot speak English. 


MON- SAT 10 AM - 10 PM 
SUN 11 AM - 6 PM 


BRANDING N 


= ome 


NGwND JATIOO 


atyy 
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Fortunately, Carlos, the Mexican farmhand, 
lends more than a hand. (These hot-blooded 
Mexicans have their own way of sealing a deal, 
and it’s not a handshake.) 

Ryan grows fond of Pete and discovers, to 
his own surprise, he has fallen in love. 
Appropriately, he demonstrates this love to Pete 
by using a farm tractor as a prop, but not for 
plowing. Ryan becomes a real cowboy and 
leaves the city behind for good! 

Our Edmonton review is sponsored by 
Express Video, #202 11745 Jasper Avenue, 
(403) 482-7480 


RATING: our oF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC; Kee SET: kkk 
BODIES: kkx«x STORY: xxx 
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MINDSCAPE II: THE FINAL CHAPTER 


VividMan Presents Vic Hall In Condltision 
é y : From: Hard As Steel Productions 


Starring: Vic Hall, Mitch Taylor, Alex 
Carrington, Ross Justin & Wes Daniels 
Running Time: 65 minutes (not enough) 


In August we reviewed Mindscape, a unique 
movie about two extraterrestrials, Vic and Trey, who 
left their native world and travelled to Earth. At the 
end of the movie Vic decided to remain on Earth 
when Trey returned to his home planet. We thought 
it was time to see what happened to Vic during his 
extended visit and sexual exploits in Mindscape II. 

Mitch, an ex-drinker and party goer, is now in 
a serious relationship with a man named Alex and, in 
a conversation with Vic, he confides how worried he 
is about his ex-lover, Wes. Vic sees no problem as he 
too is playing the field and has no intention of 
settling down. 


We soon learn why Mitch is settling down and 
enjoying his life with Alex. In the truest sense, Alex 
turns out to be a hot blooded Latin lover, endowed 
with an exceptional gift. He uses this gift to the 
fullest extent in order to keep Mitch happy. 

Later, Trey and Wes are together when Trey 
uses his extraterrestrial powers to read Wes’ mind 
and see what he’s been up to. We’re all treated to a 
visual flashback of Wes’ recent past exploits. As it 
turns out, a jacuzzi and a hot young strawberry- 
blond stud seem to be uppermost in Wes’ mind. The 
action is as hot as the water in the tub which 
obviously reaches boiling point before the scene is 
over. 

Finally Vic and his latest lover are together and 
a unique, heavenly experience transpires. Vic asks 
his lover if he would like to try something new and, 
hesitantly, his partner agrees. Vic leaves the room 
and with his special powers, creates a fantasy 


world—of solo sex with an alien partner. This you 
gotta see to believe! (Or, maybe it’s just a video 
viewer's dream come true.) 

Vic, the alien with heavenly proportions, 
decides it’s time to return home and be with Trey, his 
real partner in the extraterrestrial world. Together, 
they leave for an unknown galaxy. After this 
worldly experience we can only hope they’re back 
again for Mindscape III, or maybe they’ll tell their 
alien friends who will decide to pay us a visit. 

Our Calgary review is sponsored by TADS at 
1217A 9th Ave. S.E. and 1506 14th St. S.W., as well 
as by the Erogenous Zone at 3812 Macleod Tr. S. 


RATING: our oF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
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RESO 


CALGARY 

A WOMAN’S PLACE BOOKSTORE 

1412 Centre Street S., 263-5256. Large collection of gay, 
lesbian, New Age, fiction, non-fiction books. 

AIDS CALGARY 

Education and resource centre. Located at #300, 1021 
10th Ave. SW. Call 228-0155. 

AFTER DARK 

Video rentals, magazine and video sales, adult toys. 
Located at 1314 Ist St SW. Phone 264-7399. 

ALBERTA GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL AND TWO- 
SPIRITED RURAL YOUTH OUTREACH PROJECT 

Education and support for queer rural youth. Call 
Melanie at 283-8591 or write Planned Parenthood Alberta #304, 
301 14 St. N.W,, Calgary, AB, T2N 2A] 

ALBERTA ROCKIES GAY RODEO ASSOCIATION 

Dance November 15, 8 p.m., Victoria Park Hall. Call 
541-8140 for more info 

ALPINE FRONT RUNNERS 

Gay running group, Phone Gene for more information at 
244-4644. 

APOLLO 

Umbrella organization for a series of sport clubs. Call 
Steve Eastes at 270-0742 for more info or e-mail to 
apollo@igbo.org. BOWLING CLUB, Meet Wednesdays and 
Sundays. Call Irish 293-7708 or Pat 229-0600. CURLING 
CLUB call Rob at 686-3272. Volleyball Club call Pat at 281- 
3275 

ARENA COFFEE BAR 

Intimate coffee bar at 310 17th Ave. SW, great place to 
unwind after a night of clubing. 10 pm Wednesday nights 
karaoke 

BACKLOT 

Calgary’s latest gay bar located at 209 10th Avenue S.W. 
Open 7 days a week at 4 pm with a special promotion each 
Friday, Spm - 9pm: .40c from each drink sold donated to 
GLCSA. Call 265-5211. 

BEARBACK CALGARY 

A special club for Bears, their cubs and admirers. Call 
Terry or Mark at 273-1765 

BOYZTOWN METRO & REK ROOM 

Large multilevel night club, members only. Located at 
213 10th Avenue S.W., phone 265-2028. 

CALGARY COMMUNITY/POLICE LIAISON 
COMMITTEE 

A committee dealing with hate, prejudice, and bias 
crimes. Call Richard 233-0104, Stephen 266-9175, or S/Sgt 
Lanny Fritz or Const. Russ Pouliotte 268-8399. 

CLAGPAG 

Calgary Lesbian and Gay Political Action Guild 
welcomes all interested parties. Call 266-5318. 

CALGARY MEN’S CHORUS 

Meet at the Old Y Community Centre every Sunday, 7pm 
Rehearsals, new members always welcome. Call 244-9226 
ALGARY NETWORKING CLUB 

A Gay and Lesbian business and social networking club 
that meets at Arena the first Tuesday of every month, Spm - 
7:30pm. Call 541-0459 

CHICKENHAWKS BISTRO 

Specializes in chicken, sandwiches, salads, and pasta. 
Outdoor patio for the summer. Open Monday through Saturday. 
550 11th Ave. S.W. 263-7177. 

DETOUR 

Large multilevel nightclub with dance floor, stage, pool 
tables, private nooks. Located at 318 17th Avenue SW. 
Thursday nights “fresh paint” drag show. 

DIFFERENT STROKES CALGARY SWIM CLUB 

Meet weekly. Call Jim at 541-1126 or Dan at 252-2938. 

DYKES ON MYKES 


Calgary’s only lesbian radio show airs the first Tuesday of 


the month from 8-9 p.m. on CJSW 90.9 FM. Call 266-2407 for 
more information. 

ENTRE NOUS 

Fabulous French Fare. Outrageous Maitre-d’s. Located 
at 2206 4th Street SW, Phone 228-5525 for reservations. 

FREEDOM FM RADIO 

Radio program every other Wednesday. 
Craig at 220-3902 

GAY FATHERS 

Support Group. Call 948-6601 for more info, 

GAY AND LESBIAN ACADEMICS, STUDENTS 
AND STAFF (GLASS) 

Social, political and educational organization. Call 220- 
2872. E-mail:  glass@acs.ucalgary.ca. Website: 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/~glass 

G.L.C.S.A. “GAYLINES” 

Calgary’s largest resource and support service for the 
gay/lesbian/bisexual/transsexual community. Call 234-8973 or 
try their automated line at 234-9752 

GOLIATHS AND THE TEXAS LOUNGE 

Back entrance to the steam bath, only one in Calgary. 
Texas Lounge has some of the most competitive drink prices 
around. Happy hour 3-7 p.m. Located at 308 17th Ave. SW, 
phone 229-0911 

GRABBAJABBA 

Located at 1610 10th St. S.W., right in the heart of 
Calgary’s Gay Ghetto, great coffee and light meals. Lots of 
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Call Gene or 


URCE 


reading materials and courtesy phone for customers. 

GRABBAJABBA TIVOLI 

Live jazz every second Friday night. Smoking section, 
Located at 2015 4th St. S.W. 

IDENTITY YOUTH GROUP 

An under 25 years of age youth support group with 
various activities throughout the year. Call 777-9499, Xtension 
4297, 

IMPERIAL SOVEREIGN 
CHINOOK ARCH (ISCCA) 

Call 277-4775 for an update on activities. 

INTEGRITY 

Christian Fellowship for the gay & lesbian community. 
Meets second and fourth Sundays of each month 7:30 p.m., St 
Stephens Church, 1121 14 Ave. S.W. Phone 270-9661 for more 
information. 

KNOX UNITED CHURCH 

506 4 St. S.W., Weekly church services, 11 am Sundays. 

LAMBDA CAR CLUB 

Are you a car buff who happens to be gay? Join the 1,000 
members across North America for shows, fun runs, swap meets 
etc. Call Cliff at 245-3483 

MIDNIGHT CAFE & BAR 

Located at 1330 8th Street SW, full service restaurant, bar 
with pool table, Great improvised drag and talent show each 
Saturday night. Other promotions throughout the week. Call 
229-9322 

MONEY PENNIES EATERY & BAR 

The people bar with a great restaurant. 1lam - 3 am, 
seven days a week. Located at 111 15th Ave. SW, call 263-7411. 

P-FLAG 

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays. Call Deb & 
Rick at 286-4094 or Dave & Gail at 277-5227 for more info. 

PRIME TIMERS CALGARY 

A social club for gay and bisexual men aged 35 plus and 
their friends. They meet every 2nd Sunday of each month at 
Money Pennies at 4pm. Call 234-8973 

PROGRAM PRIDE 

A gay, lesbian and bisexual cable program, covering 
topics from all over Alberta. Call Linda at 247-4448 for more 
info. 

RAINBOW LAMBDA SOCIETY OF CALGARY 

Representing Mr., Ms., and Mz. Gay Calgary. Present 
Bowlerama Round 2 Friday November 2I!st 10pm, 
Mountainview Bowlerama. Tickets avail. by contacting Doug at 
750-0105, Cost is $10. Prizes, trophies and fun all night 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SINGERS 

Gay and lesbian chorus, for information contact John Dul 
209-0111, email dulj@cadvision.com, Internet www.cadvi- 
sion.convjohnedul/rms. Christmas concert: Saturday December 
6, 8 pm, Knox United Church. Tickets $10 in advance, $15 at 
door. 

ROOKS BAR & EATERY 

Lesbian bar located at 112 16th Avenue NW, phone 277- 
1922 for more information. 

SAME SEX DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Call Jane Oxenbury and break the cycle. 255-7004. 

SANDPIPER BOOKS 

Gay and lesbian section. 
5885 

SPEAK SEBASTIAN 

Calgary’s original gay and lesbian radio show. Airs at 
9pm on the first and third Wednesday of the month on CJSW 
FM 90.9. Call Stephen at 266-9175 or CJSW at 220-3902. 

STONEWALL CONNECTION 

A full service travel agency offering gay destinations. 
Canada’s official travel agency for the 1998 Amsterdam Gay 
Games, #320 3545 32nd Ave. N.E. (403) 250-3061. Toll-free 
1-888-22-TRIPS. 

UNITY PAGES 

Local Calgary business directory of gay/lesbian and 
gay/lesbian friendly businesses. Phone 261-1711. 

VICTORIA’S RESTAURANT 

Renaissance, Homo-Rococo atmosphere with great conti- 
nental cuisine. Located at 306 17th Avenue SW, 244-9991. 

WITH THE TIMES 

Carries more than 2000 magazines and newspapers, gay 
and lesbian titles also, Two locations, 2212 A 4th St. SW and a 
Kensington location, Call 244-8020. 


EDMONTON 

109 DISCOTHEQUE 

10045 - 109 st. (403) 413-DISO (3476) Edmonton’s 
performance art showbar, Mixing live and recorded music, gays 
and straights, no negativity. 

AIDS NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 

Located at #201, 11456 Jasper Ave, Phone 488-5742. 
Support services for people affected with HIV infection/AIDS, 
an info line, counselling, referrals, support groups, preventive 
education programs, a resource centre, speakers bureau, gay 
men’s outreach project, advocacy and public awareness 
campaigns. 

AUDREY’S BOOKS 

Located at 10702 Jasper Avenue. Phone 423-3487. Full 
service book store with large gay and lesbian selection 

AXIOS 

A support group, local chapter of the international 
organization of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite Catholic 


COURT OF THE 


720 11th Avenue S.W., 261- 


LISTINGS 


if y u would like your group or organisation to be included i in our Resource Listings, please submit your 
tion by fax: (403 228-7735 rior to November 14, 1997. Space is subject to availability. 


Gay and Lesbian Christians. Phone 454-8449 for more infor- 
mation. 

BOOTS & SADDLES 

Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant service, great 
drink prices, great shows. Located at 10242 106th Street. 
Members only. 

BUDDY’S BAR 

Located at 10116 124th St., phone 488-6636, 

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS 

Pro women. Pro men. Pro active. We are a multidisci- 
plinary arts organization. Call 403-424-0287 for more info. 
905-10136-100 Street, Edmonton TSJ OP1. Located at 10116 
124th St., phone 488-6636. 

DIGNITY EDMONTON 

This local chapter is a support community for lesbigay 
Catholics and friends. Call Dennis at 482-6845. 

EXPRESS VIDEO 

Video sales and rentals, interesting products and contacts. 
Located at #202, 11745 Jasper Ave. Call 482-7480. 

FREE *TO* BE VOLLEYBALL ASSOC, 

Competitive volleyball, intermediate and advanced 
levels. Each Tuesday, 7-9:30pm, MacEwan Centre, 428-3375. 

GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
EDMONTON (GLCCE) 

Located at 10612 124th Street, #103, phone 488-3234. 
Open Monday - Friday 7pm - 10pm. Support groups, library, 
regular movie nights and discussion nights, 

GAYLINES 

A telephone mailbox service for business, social, travel 
and personal use. Phone 486-9661 to request a mailbox or for 
more information. 

GREATER EDMONTON PRIDE PAGES 

Gay and Gay friendly business directory. Call 988-3932 
for more info. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 

Meets the 2nd Thursday each month at GLCCE 

INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION ON AIDS 

Providing spiritual support and connections for those 
affected by HIV/AIDS. #201, 11456 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton. 
(403) 448-1768. 

KAMENA GALLERY & FRAMES 

9939 - 170 Street. 413-8362. — 

7510 - 82 Ave. 944-9497. 

LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
community. Worship services Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. (403) 
474-0753. 11148 - 84 Avenue (Garneau United Church), 

LYONS EMPIRE INC. 

Located at 10121 124th Street, wide selection of video 
rentals, clothing and other adult oriented products. Homebase 
for Times .10 Newspaper. Call 488-6915, 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED 

A spiritual community which gathers monthly for 
sharing, friendship, individual support, and a safe space for our 
own spiritual questions. Call Tim at 482-2294 or e-mail 
LuthConc@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 

Weekly church services, non denominational. Call 429- 
2321 for more info. 

NORTHERN LIGHTS BED & BREAKFAST 


Quiet guest rooms in a comfortable home, heated pool — 


and close to West Edmonton Mall. Reasonable rates. Call 483- 
1572 for reservations. 

PFLAG 

Promotes health and well-being through support, educa- 
tion and advocacy. Call 944-1394 

PRIME TIMERS 

Social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 and their 
friends. Monthly meetings second Sunday of each month at 
3:00pm. Call Peter at 426-7019 for more info. 

SHAKESPEAR’S 

Located at 2nd flr, 10306 112th St, phone 429-7234 for 
more info. 

THE LUSH 

Located at 10030 102 St. Live bands, funky music, great 
staff, opening up Thursday nights for a straight-gay mixed 
crowd. Call 424-2745 for more information. 

THE ROOST 

A multilevel night club, open 7 days a week, 4:00pm - 
3:00am Mond-Sat, 8:00pm -3:00am Sunday, Disco upstairs, 
western downstairs. 10345 104th Street. Call 426-3150 


BANFF 


GAYLINE BANFF 
760-2888. Networking, hiking, occasional social activi- 


GRANDE PRAIRIE 
QUEER NORTH GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 
Box 1492, Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 4Z3. (403) 539- 
3325, E-mail spak@telusplanet.net 
SOUTH PEACE AIDS COUNCIL 
Phone 538-3388 for support or information. 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS CONNECTION SOCIETY 
421, 515 7 St. South T1H 2G8. Info line: Mon 9-8, Tue- 


ties. 


Fri 9-5. 328-8186 (fax) 328-8564. 

GALA/LA 

Peer support line 329-4666, Mondays and Wednesdays 7 
- 10. Open meetings every six weeks, Coffee nights: Thursdays 
8 - 10, Carole’s Bistro. For more information, call 329-4666. 

PFLAG 

First Monday of every month. Call 320-1446. 

Q&A 

Ratified society for gay, lesbian and bisexual students, 
staff and faculty and their allies. University of Lethbridge. Call 
329-4666 for further details. 

THE GALA OCCASION 

Newsletter of the Lethbridge gay community, published 8 
times annually. Call 329-4666 for submission deadlines or to 
subscribe. 

YOUTH GROUP 

For further details, call 329-4666 with ideas or to volun- 


MEDICINE HAT 
PRAIRIE PRIDE 


Support and social group for Medicine Hat district. They 
meet the Ist and 3rd Friday of every month Phone 527-9050 for 


more details. 
RED DEER 


THE OTHER PLACE 

Nightclub located at #4, 5579 47th Street, phone 342- 
6440. Open Tuesday - Sunday 4pm - 3am. DJ Friday/Saturday. 
Call ahead for event information. 

RAINBOW BOOKS ~* 

Phone 341-6616 to place special orders. 


KELOWNA, B.C. 

OKANAGAN RAINBOW COALITION (ORC) 

Open nightly from 7 - 10pm. Box 711, Stn. A., Kelowna, 
B.C. VIT 7P4. Call (250) 860-8555 for more information. 

BEAN SCENE 

Coffee shop that holds a gay coffee night, each Monday 
from 7pm - 10pm. Call (250) 763-1814 for more information. 

PANDORA’S BOX 

Relocated operations to Kelowna effective October 11th. 
First dance is October 25th at the Laurel. 9pm - 2am. Cover 
charge applies. Toll free number: 1-888-487-8837. Fax 604- 
584-4382 for updated information. 

THE MIND GRIND 

Gay friendly coffee shop, 1576 Pandosy St., 860-5363 


VERNON, B.C. 


NORTH OKANAGAN GAY ORGANISATION 
Call 250-542-4842. 
WINNIPEG, Man. 

WINNIPEG GAY/LES/BI YOUTH GROUP 

Support & social group for those under 25. Meets Thurs, 
7:30pm. Call Rex 244-4526 

WINNIPEG GAY/LES/BI RESOURCE CENTRE 

#1, 222 Osborne St. S, phone 284-5208. Info and peer 
counselling, workshops, resource centre. 


BRANDON, Man. 
BRANDON AIDS SUPPORT 
For PLWAs & friends/family, education. Call 763-4443. 
GAY & LESBIANS OF BRANDON & ELSEWHERE 
Phone lines Fridays 7-9pm, 727-4297. Socials every 3rd 
Friday, 2nd flr Canadian Inn. 


REGINA, Sk. 

PINK TRIANGLE COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Health, education & support group, info line, 
teferrals/events. 525-6046. 

GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
REGINA 

Private members club. Home of Oscar's Lounge and 
Brixx Dance Bar. Open 7 days per week from 8:30 p.m. to 3 
a.m. 1422 Scarth Street. Phone: (306) 522-7343. 


SASKATOON, Sk. 

GAY & LESBIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

Health agency, education, support and counselling. 665- 
9976. 

GLUS 

Support for faculty & staff of U of S. Call 652-6080. 

PERCEPTIONS 

A gay publication produced eight times yearly for the 
prairies. 3rd Flr., 241 2nd Aye. S., Saskatoon, S7K 6K7. Phone 
(306) 244-1930. Fax (306) 665-9976. Email: 
perceptions@the.link.ca 

CAFE BROWSE 

Books, magazines, coffee, full menu/desserts, 269B-3rd 
Ave S, S7K 1M3, phone 644-BOOK. 

DIVA’S 

Private members club. 110-220 3rd Ave. S., alley 
entrance, 665-0100. 

OUT OF THE CLOSET 

Fundraising venture of GLHS, T-shirts, magazines, cards, 
jewellery, gifts, GLHS. (306) 665-9976, 
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singing the pride out of it 


by Stephen Lock 

The mark of a mature community is 
the level of its cultural expression; in 
Calgary, we have over 50 different organi- 
zations. Included in these are two 
choruses: one is a gay/lesbian mixed 


chorus while the other, The Calgary Men’s ~ 


Chorus is (as the name would suggest) a 
gay and bisexual men’s chorus. 

Robb Hogan, the chorus’ musical 
director, has a long history of involvement 
in the gay choral movement, having been 
musical director for Calgary’s Rocky 
Mountain Singers as well as the San Diego 
Men’s Chorus. Hogan has been key in 
much of the development of GALA 
Choruses International, the governing body 
of gay, gay/lesbian, and lesbian choruses. 
The Calgary Men’s Chorus began approxi- 
mately two years ago, arising out of several 
conversations Hogan had with men 
involved in choral work in the Calgary 
area. The chorus currently has a small but 
dedicated membership of approximately a 
dozen men. 


Martyn LaFleur, president of Calgary 
Men’s Chorus, is anticipating significant 
growth for the chorus in the next few years. 
A recent executive meeting resulted in a 
blueprint for the chorus, which sets a 
variety of goals over the next ten years. 

Both Hogan and LaFleur have 
expressed concern with the low degree of 
awareness the Calgary community has 
around the Calgary Men’s Chorus and hope 
the blueprint will address that. 

Their immediate goal is to increase the 
profile of the chorus with the introduction 
of an intensive public relations campaign. 
Negotiations are currently underway for the 
production of a collectible poster featuring 
artwork by noted local photographer 
Barbie Anderson of B&B Leatherworks, as 
well as a series of interviews with local gay 
and gay/lesbian media. 

The chorus is planning for the 
Canadian GALA Festival ‘98, being held in 
Edmonton’s Windspear Auditorium in May 
1998. This production will likely be in 
conjunction with Singing Out of Toronto 


and The Rainbow Chorus of Kitchener, 
Waterloo. 

In order to facilitate a higher profile 
and fundraising capabilities, plans are 
currently under way for the chorus to 
obtain charitable status through Revenue 
Canada. Currently, the chorus is unable to 
issue tax receipts but have instituted a 
Donor Recognition program. 

The chorus hopes to have an annual 
budget of $30,000 by the year 2000, an 
annual budget of $100,000 by 2002, and an 
annual budget of $250,000 by 2007, with 
50% of the budget ($175,000) coming from 
corporate sponsors and 30% ($75,000) 
from private donations both within and 
outside the community. 

When GALA Festival 2000 takes place 
in San Jose, it is hoped that the Calgary 
Men’s Chorus will have 50 singers, with at 
least 40 travelling to the Festival to sing a 
specially commissioned choral piece. 

The ultimate goal, set to be attained by 
2007, is to have released at least one CD 
featuring at least 100 singers and to have 


established an ongoing collaboration with 
major performing arts groups in the 
Calgary area, as well as with major 
individual artists. 

HIV/AIDS has devastated the gay and 
bisexual men’s communities; this has had 
no less effect within the gay choral 
movement. The Calgary Men’s Chorus is 
ever cognizant of the importance to 
contribute to AIDS initiatives and service 
and will contribute proceeds to a variety of 
AIDS service organizations. The antici- 
pated goal for 2007 is that the Calgary 
Men’s Chorus will become the largest 
single contributor to this cause. 

For more information on how to 
become involved in this exciting 
endeavour, or to audition for the chorus, 
contact Martyn LaFleur at 275-9773 or 
Robb Hogan at 244-9226. You can also 
email the chorus at 
kaynee@cadvision.com. 


ARGRA: volunteer roundup 


by David Freeman 

The ALBERTA ROCKIES GAY RODEO ASSOCIA- 
TION (ARGRA) hosted a very successful Rodeo in June, 
and plans are underway to make the Sth Anniversary 
Canadian Rockies International Rodeo even better! Next 
year’s Rodeo Dates are June 26, 27 and 28, 1998. The 
Rodeo will once again be held at Symon’s Valley Ranch on 
the outskirts of Calgary, and camping will again be a big 
part of the fun and enjoyment of the weekend. Book now to 
get your camping site. The phone Wiese at Symon’s Valley 
is 274-4574, ask for Janice. 

This years’ rodeo had 94 competitors and had the 
distinction of being the only Rodeo in the IGRA 
(International Gay Rodeo Association) circuit where the 
number of competitors increased from the previous year. 
We had a weekend total of over 3000 attendees at the event, 
with over 1200 at the dance on Saturday night. Thankfully, 
we had a great, warm Saturday which tempered the cold we 
felt on Sunday, and a full year’s work on the part of the board 
and volunteers was not ruined by Mother Nature. 

The 1997 Rodeo was very successful and ARGRA 
ended up with a bank balance of about $15,000. We began 
the year with $8,000 in the bank. Not bad when you consider 
that the total costs of putting on the Rodeo amounted to 
$87,500 this year. The budget was slightly over $100,000, 
but careful paring down of less essential costs allowed us to 


put on a quality event which still managed to make a bit of 


money. Not many people realize that just the cost of stock 
for the rodeo exceeds $10,000 for the weekend. 

This, combined with the facility rental, costs for 
housing and transportation for our IGRA sanctioned Judges 
and Officials, DJ’s, breakfast expenses, dinner expenses and 
special entertainment, adds up to very significant dollars. 
To this we add the cost of our buckles, printing, promotion, 
and prize money and it’s easy to see where all the money 
goes. 

ARGRA, during the course of the year, donated cash, 


services and goods to many lesbian and gay groups, or 
groups which assist our community. The cash value of these 
donations was $2500. In addition, where possible, ARGRA 
always uses the services of community members or 
businesses and, in this way, tries to continue the circle of 
spending within the community. 

We are asked by some individuals why we need to keep 
a positive bank balance and why we don’t give away all our 
profits. The answer is simple: 

To put on the next rodeo we need to pay for many 
services in advance. This includes printing of posters and 
promotional material, deposits on equipment, motorhomes 
for officials, purchase of other supplies and, of course, 
purchase of liquor for our dances and the rodeo. If we did 
not have the seed money for these purchases and deposits, 
the rodeo would probably not go on. The stress level for 
board members is too great when there is no money in the 
bank and commitments are being made for ‘six or eight 
months down the road. We know this from the first two 
rodeos when our accumulated debt amounted to $16,000. 
We have pulled ourselves out of that hole and don’t want to 


go there again. 


ARGRA has been asked to sponsor one or more 
individual competitors in their attempts to compete in other 
rodeo’s throughout the IGRA circuit. Our response has 
always been that we can not sponsor individual members 
unless we sponsor all members. With over 40 ARGRA 
members competing in our Rodeo and with at least three 
members receiving invitations to compete in finals, we 
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simply can not afford to do this. We will however, try to 
work with our members to advise them where to find 
commercial sponsors or give them suggestions on how to 
raise money to assist with their competition. ARGRA is 
following the lead of all other IGRA associations in this 
matter. No association sponsors any of its members. 

Our success comes mainly from a group of very 
dedicated people who sit on the ARGRA Board and who are 
able to mobilize the exceptional volunteers needed to make 
this event happen. We need volunteers to run our 
fundraising dances, to volunteer for community events 
where ARGRA is asked to provide security, bartenders, or 
cleanup help ete., and especially for rodeo weekend. We are 
fortunate this year that Judy Munson, last year’s rodeo 
director, was re-elected to this position for the 1998 Rodeo. 
Her management skills and dedication will ensure a 
smoothly flowing, efficient production. 

We have filled all the Rodeo Committee positions this 
year but need assistants to help. If you would like to 
contribute your time and expertise, come on out to the 
ARGRA meetings and see where you might enjoy working. 
We need good people to take over positions for next year— 
come out and learn, this year, how to do the job. We have a 
new President, Art Raaflaub, who brings a great deal of 
financial wisdom to the position; a new Vice President, 
Brian Peffers, who has many years of community experience 
behind him; and, a new Treasurer, Alan Frank, who is well 
known in our community for his financial expertise. Wayne 
Schultz is once again the Secretary and will ensure that we 
follow the bylaws and generally keep everything together. 

ARGRA needs new members and people to help with 
the Rodeo, Our next Rodeo Meeting is November 13, 1997, 
at the Old Y at 7:00 PM. Come on out and meet a bunch of 
new friends. The ARGRA Hot Line # is 541-8140. Call us 
for more information. 
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We are here to help 


by Suzanne 
Hindmarch 

A young 
man with mild 
AIDS-related 
dementia 


needs care 
while his 
partner is at 
work. A 
single mother 
needs help 
with house- 


hold tasks when she begins to experience 
side effects like nausea and fatigue from 
her meds. A 
bedridden and seriously ill with AIDS- 
related illnesses requires a caregiver to 
spend time in the home while he goes 
A woman who has 
not told her family and friends that she is 
HIV-positive wants a companion that she 
can spend time with and talk to without 
fear of being judged. These are just a 
few examples of common situations 
experienced by people living with 
HIV/AIDS and their families. 

At the Edmonton AIDS Network, we 
have responded to these needs with a 
care team and a buddy program, which 
offers a variety of supports to people 
living with HIV: 

¢ Volunteers are a great 
support for clients who are 
healthy but feel isolated, 
and wish to talk to and 
spend time with people 
outside of their circle of 
friends and family. 

* Our team of volun- 
teers can help with many 
facets of day-to-day living: 
grocery shopping, light 
housecleaning, rides to and 
from doctor’s appoint- 
ments, meal preparation, 


man whose partner is 


grocery shopping. 


CLGe Our intention in 
offering these services is to 
allow clients to be as 


healthy and independent as 
they can possibly be, for as 
long as they can possibly 
be. 

¢ Another service that 
care team, 


we offer is a 


volunteers who assist clients with more 
serious AIDS-related illnesses. 
Increasingly, clients who are ill are 
choosing to live at home, rather than in a 
hospital, and therefore require extensive 
home care. AIDS Network volunteers 
can assist other home care programs in 
offering palliative care so those who 
wish to die at home may do so with 
dignity. This also provides respite and 
support for family members at a very 
difficult time in their lives. 

If you are HIV+ or have AIDS, you 
may at times feel tired, overworked or 
overwhelmed. Rather than pushing 
yourself until your immune system starts 
to weaken, we hope that, with the help of 
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ECLECTIBLES 


Strathcona Square at the end of Bow Trail West 


686-1152 


Brian Mahoney & John McNeill 2 
| Zealtons for Your Life 


1 


House of Real Estate 


287-3880 
#20, 2439 - 54th Avenue S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta TSE 1M4 


Fax: (403) 287-3876 Toll Free: 1-800-830-9430 
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our volunteers, you can lighten your 
workload, lessen your stress, and keep 
yourself healthy. 

You can be sure that whatever you 
choose to share with our volunteers 
won’t become public knowledge. We’re 
non-judgmental, and respect your right 
to make your own choices about your life 
and your health care. As the AIDS 
Network is specifically designed to 
provide services to people whose lives 
are affected by AIDS, we are familiar 
with the issues that affect you. 

If you are HIV+ or know someone 
who is, check out these and other 
programs that the AIDS Network offers 
to the community. Call us ar 488-5742, 
or drop by our office at #201, 11456 
Jasper Avenue (open 9-5 Mon-Thurs., 9- 
1 Fri.). 
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